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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name: Cristian-Sebastian Sonea

Address: Albert Einstein Str., No. 10, ap. 1, 400045 Cluj-Napoca (Romania)
Contact data: cristian.sonea@ubbcluj.ro; cristisonea@gmail.com

Sex: Male/ Date of birth 20 August 1977/ Nationality: Romanian

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

2021: Certificate of Completion of the Study of the U.S. Institute for Scholars on American
Religious Pluralism, at Seattle University (USA)

2020: Habilitation in Theology: Towards a Prophetic Eschatology. Missionary Ecclesiology in
Postmodernity, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

2014-2015: Complementary Certificate in Ecumenical Studies, Ecumenical Institute Bossey,
Geneva University (Switzerland)

2005-2010: PhD in Theology (Missiology and Ecumenism): The Faculty of Orthodox Theology,
"Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

2004-2005: Master Degree in Theology (Systematic and Biblical Theology), the Faculty of
Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

2002-2003: Master Degree in Theology (Theology and Culture), the Faculty of Orthodox
Theology, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

1997-2001: Bachelor in Orthodox Theology, the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai",
University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

1992-1997: High School Diploma, the Orthodox Theological Seminary, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)
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WORK EXPERIENCE

Academia:

2017 — Present: Associate Professor, at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai"
University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

2012 —2017: Lecturer at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-
Napoca (Romania)

2008 — 2012: Assistant at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-
Napoca (Romania)

2001 — 2008: Teacher of Orthodox Theology, the Orthodox Theological Seminary, Zalau
(Romania)

Academic management:

2016 — 2020: Vice-Dean, the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-
Napoca (Romania)

2012 —2016: Vice-Dean, the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, "Babes-Bolyai" University, Cluj-
Napoca (Romania)

2009 — 2012: Director, the Orthodox Theological Seminary, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

2005 — 2007: School inspector for Religious Education: The School Inspectorate, County of
Sdlaj (Romania)

Priesthood:

2012 — Present: Parish Priest, Saint Andrew Parish, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

2009 — 2012: Officiating Priest, the Orthodox Metropolitan Cathedral, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)
2008 — 2009: Officiating Priest, the Chapel of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, Cluj-Napoca
(Romania)

2004 — 2008: Officiating Priest, the Chapel of the Orthodox Theological Seminary, Zalau
(Romania)

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND PROJECTS:

2016 - Prezent: Director, Center for Mission and Nomocanonical Studies, "Babes-Bolyai"
University, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

1. 2021-2023: Orthodox Romanian Diaspora. Mission, Challenges, Perspectives

2. 2020-2023: Missions towards human dignity: Challenges from the Black Sea Region

3. 2020-Prezent: Missionary Praxis in Meru, and Nyeri Region and Mount Kenya, (Kenya)
4. 2021-2023: International Missionary Council Centenary (1921-2021) Study Process
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PUBLICATIONS:

Books
1.
2.
3.

Teologia dialogului intercrestin. O introducere, Cluj University Press, 2017, 372 p.
Lumea dupd Babel, Ed. Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2017, 198 p.

Paradigme misionare. De la Edinburgh la Sinodul din Creta, Cluj University Press, 2016,
307 p.

Apostolat si responsabilitate. O viziune teologicd asupra misiunii laicatului, Cluj
University Press, 2015, 248 p.

Books edited

1.

Sonea Cristian, Siladi Paul (Eds.), Stephen B. Bevans, Pregustdnd Impdrétia lui
Dumnezeu, Cluj University Press, 2019.

. Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Icoand. Madrturie crestind. Totalitarism, Cluj

University Press, 2018

. Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Mdrturisirea credintei prin cuvdnt si arté in Biserica

Ortodoxd Roménd in perioada comunismului, Cluj University Press, 2017
Sonea Cristian, Paul Siladi (Eds.), In Honorem Pr. Prof. Dr. Valer Bel, Cluj University Press,
2018

. Sonea Cristian-Sebastian (Guest Editor), Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai, Theologia

Orthodoxa, Vol. 62, No. 2 (December 2017)

. Sonea Cristian-Sebastian (Guest Editor), Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai, Theologia

Orthodoxa, Vol. 63, No. 1 (June 2018)

. Sonea Cristian, Marian Gh. Simion (Eds.), Metodologia cercetdrii in Studiile de pace, Cluj

University Press, 2016, 239 p.

. Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Misiunea parohiei si a mdndstirii intr-o lume in

continud schimbare vol. |, Ed. Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2016, 625 p.

. Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Educatie si Mdrturisire. Formarea crestind a

tinerilor in spiritul viu al Traditiei, Cluj University Press, 2017, 783 p.

10. Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Educatie si Mdrturisire. Formarea crestind a

tinerilor in spiritul viu al Traditiei, vol. I, Cluj University Press, 2017

11. Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, Simion Marian Gh. (Eds.), Faith and Politics: Emperor

Constantine, Orthodox Church and Freedom, Institute for Peace Studies in Eastern
Christianity; Cluj University Press, Cambridge, MA, 2014, P. 396

12. Bel Valer, Sonea Cristian, Mos Grigore-Dinu (Eds.), Credintd si mdrturisire. Istorie si

actualitate, Cluj University Press, 2012, 350 p.

13. Bel Valer, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Revelatie, dogmd si spiritualitate in perspective misiunii

Bisericii. Al lll-lea Colocviu National de Teologie Dogmaticd Ortodoxd, Ed. Renasterea,
Cluj-Napoca, 2011, 400 p.
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Selected articles

10.

Cristian Sonea, "Ecumenical Convergences: Romanian Evangelicals Exploring
Orthodoxy", in Religions, Volume: 12, Issue: 6, pp. 27-42 DOI: 10.3390/rel12060398
(WoS);

Cristian Sonea, "Comuniunea euharistica in timpul pandemiei Covid-19. Raspunsul
profetic al Parintelui loan Ica sr.", in Tabor, Anul XV, Nr. 9, Septembrie 2021;

Cristian Sonea, ,Between Hope and Disappointment. A Short Evaluation of the
Romanian Orthodox Church Involvement in Ecumenism in the Post-Communist Era”, in
Robert Svaton (ed.), Reshaping Ecumenism in Times of Transformation: Central and
Eastern European Perspectives, Brill/Schoningh, Paderbor, 2021, pp. 34-54. ISBN 978-3-
506-76015-9; (WoS);

Cristian Sonea, "The 'Liturgy after the Liturgy' and Deep Solidarity. The Orthodox
Understanding of Christian Witness and its Implications for Human Society", in Mission
Studies, vol. 37, nr. 3, dec. 2020, DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/15733831-12341741
(WoS);

Cristian Sonea ,, The Issue of Suffering in a World Goverdned by a Merciful God. Pastoral
Counselling During Covid-19 Crisis in the Romanian Context, in Petros Vassiliadis,
George Demacopoulos (eds), The Church in a Period of Pandemic, Can the Present
Pandemic Crisis Became a Meaningful Storm for Renewal in Our Churches? CEMES
Publication, Thessaloniki, 2020, pp. 245-256;

Cristian Sonea, ,The Holy and Great Council of Crete: The Mission of the Orthodox
Church in Today’s World and Relations of the Orthodox Church with the Rest of the
Christian World. Two Ecumenical Documents?” in Alessandro Clemenzia e Giovanna
Maria Porrino (Eds.), La vita nello Spirito tra Oriente e Occidente. Un’unica via, due
sentieri per rispondere alle sfide dell’oggi, Nerbini, Firenze, 2020, ISBN 978-88-6434-
371-6, pp. 135-159;

Sonea, Cristian. “The Missionary Formation in the Eastern Orthodox Theological

Education in Present Day Romania”, in Transformation, vol. 35, no. 3, July 2018, pp.
146—155. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/0265378818803063 (WoS)

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,Identity and Alterity. The Mystery and the Paradox of Self-
Knowledge in the Theology of Fr. Dumitru Staniloae”, in Roczniki Teologiczne, Tom 65,
nr. 7, 2018, pp. 65-74;

Sonea, Cristian, ,Mission as Common Christian Witness: An Eastern Orthodox
perspective”, in Acta Missiologiae, vol. VI, nr. 1, 2018, pp. 5-20;

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,,Missio Dei — the contemporary missionary paradigm and its
reception in the Eastern Orthodox missionary theology”, in Review of Ecumenical
Studies, Nr. 1/2017, pp. 70-91;
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https://doi.org/10.1163/15733831-12341741
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0265378818803063

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Sonea, Cristian, “El document La Iglesia: hacia una vision comun. La contribution de la
Iglesia Ortodoxa a su redaction y su reception en la Ortodoxia”, in Pastoral Ecumenica,
Abril, 2019, vol. XXXVII, No. 106, pp. 33-53

Sonea Cristian, ,Mission of the Orthodox Church in Postmodernity. Identity, Pluralism
and Communion”, in Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai. Theologia Orthodoxa, vol. 63, nr.
2, p. 5-17, dec. 2018. ISSN 2065-9474

Sonea Cristian, ,The Issue of the Ecclesial Recognition of the Other Christian
Communities according to document “Relations of the Orthodox Church with the Rest
of the Christian World” adopted by the Holy and Great Council, Crete, 2016”, in Dagmar
Heller und Minna Hietamaki (Hgg.), Just Do [t? — Recognition and Reception in
Ecumenical Relations/Just Do It? — Anerkennung und Rezeption im &kumenischen
Miteinander. Proceedings of the 19% Academic Consultation of the Societas
Oecumenica/ Tagungsbericht der 19. Wissenschaftlichen Konsultation der Societas
Oecumenica, Beihefte zur Okumenischen Rundschau Nr. 115, Evangelische
Verlagsanstalt Leipzig, 2018, pp. 399-312

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,Missio Dei — the contemporary missionary paradigm and its
reception in the Eastern Orthodox missionary theology”, in Review of Ecumenical
Studies, Nr. 1/2017, pp. 70-91.

Sonea Cristian, ,The Issue of the Women Ordination. A Challenge for Orthodox
Theology in 21t Century”, Teologia, vol 70, nr. 1 (ianuarie-martie), 2017

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,Confessional Religious Education or Ecumenical Religious
Education? Case Study of the Orthodox Confessional School from Cluj-Napoca”, Review
of Ecumenical Studies Nr. 2/2013, pp. 183-193.

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,Identity and Alterity. The Mystery and the Paradox of Self-
Knowledge in the Theology of Fr. Dumitru Staniloae”, in Roczniki Teologiczne, Tom 65,
nr. 7, 2018, pp. 65-74

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,The Ecumenical Dialogue according to Holy and Great
Council of the Orthodox Church, Crete, 2016. A few Explanations”, in Roczniki
Teologiczne, Tom 64, nr. 3, 2017, pp.

Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,, The Open Sobornicity - An Ecumenical Theme in the Theology
of Fr. Dumitru Staniloae”, in Roczniki Teologiczne, Tom 63, nr. 7, 2016, pp. 133-147
Sonea Cristian-Sebastian, ,Man’s Mission as Mediator for the Entire World according to
Saint Maximus Confessor’s Theology”, in International Journal of Orthodox Theology,
3:3(2012), 2013, pp. 175-194

Sonea Cristian, ,Theology and Theologies. The Ambivalence and the Limitation of Language
Throughout History”, in Peter Bouteneff, Michael Stavrou, loan Tulcan, Cristinel loja (Eds.),
Dogma and Terminology in the Orthodox Tradition Today, Ed. Astra Museum, Sibiu, 2015, pp.
283-300.

Sonea Cristian, Paul Siladi, ,in slujba misiunii Bisericii. Biografia teologica a Pr. Prof. Valer Bel”,
in Sonea Cristian, Paul Siladi (Eds.), In Honorem Pr. Prof. Dr. Valer Bel, Presa Universitara
Clujeanad, 2018, pp. 9-63;
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

Sonea Cristian, ,,Misiunea Bisericii Tn postmodernitate: identitate, pluralism, comuniune”, in
Daniel Mocanu (Ed.), In Honorem Pr. prof. univ. dr. Vasile Stanciu, Presa Universitara Clujeana,
2018, pp. 207-216;

Sonea Cristian, , Laudatio — cu ocazia decernarii titlului academic de Profesor Honoris Causa Pr.
Dr. Jurgen Henkel”, in Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Icoand. Mdrturie crestind.
Totalitarism, Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2018, pp. 13-20;

Sonea Cristian, ,,Misiunea crestina intr-un context eclesial si global in continua schimbare. Rolul
teologiei ortodoxe academice”, in Vlaicu Patriciu, Pr. Razvan Persa (Eds.), Traditia canonicd si
misiunea Bisericii, Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2018, pp. 225-248;

Sonea Cristian, ,Care este valoarea eclesiald a comunitatilor crestine neortodoxe? Un raspuns
al teologiei neopatristice contemporane, motivat de deciziile Sfantului si Marelui Sinod din
Creata, 2016”, In Nicolae Mosoiu, Stelian Manolache, Vasile Birzu (Eds.), Mdrturisire si déruire
celui intre dascdli pdrintelui nostru profesor univ. dr. loan Icd sr., Editura Andreiand/Astra
MUSEUM, Sibiu, 2017, pp. 481-512;

Sonea Cristian, ,Educatia misionara ca mdrturie crestind dupa Sinodul din Creta, 2016”7, in
Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.), Educatie si Mdrturisire. Formarea crestind a tinerilor in
spiritul viu al Traditiei, Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2017, pp. 255-266;

Sonea Cristian, ,ldentitate si alteritate. Misterul si paradoxul cunoasterii de sine in teologia
parintelui Dumitru Staniloae”, Tn Nicolae Razvan Stan, Lucian Dindirica (Eds.), Pdrintele profesor
Dumitru Stdniloae sau consonanta dintre dogmd, spiritualitate si liturghie, Cetatea de
scaun/Mitropolia Olteniei, Targoviste/Craiova, 2015, pp. 235-243;

Sonea Cristian, Siladi Paul, ,Pelerinajul misiologic al lui Stephen B. Bevans”, in Stephen B.
Bevans, Pregustdnd Impdrdtia lui Dumnezeu, Presa Universitard Clujean3, 2019, pp. 7-15.
Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian, ,,Cuvantul si arta ca forme de rezistenta si supravietuire in Biserica
Ortodoxa Romand in perioada comunismului”, in  Stanciu Vasile, Sonea Cristian (Eds.),
Madrturisirea credintei prin cuvdnt si artd in Biserica Ortodoxd Romdnd Tin perioada
comunismului, Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2017, pp. 6-9;

Sonea Cristian, ,,Studiile de pace ortodoxe si metodologia cercetdrii in viziunea lui Marian Gh.
Simion”, in Marian Gh. Simion, Metodologia cercetdrii in Studiile de pace, Presa Universitara
Clujeana, 2016, pp. IX-XIV.

Sonea Cristian, ,Cum vedem, auzim si cunoastem adevarul. O perspectiva biblicd asupra
restaurarii simturilor duhovnicesti”, in Arhid. Claudiu-loan Grama (coord.), Mitropolitul Andrei-
Pdstorul bldand al Transilvaniei euharistice, vol. 2, Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2019, pp. 251-260;
Sonea Cristian, ,Arhim. Dumitru Cobzaru, parinte si autor”, in Arhim. Dumitru Cobzaru (Ed.)
M’am vrut voud...!, Renasterea, 2017, pp. 16-29.

Sonea Cristian, ,,Andrei Andreicut al Clujului, mitropolitul misionar”, in Pr. Vasile Stanciu (Ed.),
Mitropolitul Andrei - un dar al Transilvaniei, Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2016, pp. 95-98;

Sonea Cristian, ,Together Towards Life. Noua declaratie misionara a Consiliului Mondial al
Bisericilor si relevanta acesteia pentru teologia misionara ortodoxa”, in Pr. loan Tulcan, Pr.
Cristinel loja, Pr. Filip Albu (Eds.), Exigente actuale ale pastoratiei si misiunii Bisericii. Modelul
sfantului loan Hrisostom, Ed. Universitatii ,,Aurel Vlaicu”, Arad, 2016, pp. 165-179;
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