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SUMMARY

The teaching about the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit is
one of the most important teachings of the Holy Scriptures,
Pneumatology being one of the basic chapters of Christian theology.
Although both the books of the Bible and the literature of the first
centuries constitute an invaluable treasure trove of information, the
systematization and crystallization of the truths about the Holy Spirit
involved a considerable and long-lasting effort, a process in which
certain Fathers of the Church or theologians of different historical
periods have made his mark through his contributions to the
understanding and definition of this vast theological field.

By developing this research project and turning it into a
doctoral thesis, we aim to achieve a scientific and theological
approach aimed at providing a comprehensive, unified and well-
founded image of the pneumological teaching developed by Saint
Basil the Great.

Given the fact that the dogmatic definition of pneumatology
within the relationship of interrelationship and complementarity
between the Triune Persons is a fundamental requirement for a
correct understanding of the divine economy and how it is realized
objectively and subjectively through the Mystery of the Church, we
propose an evaluation of pneumatological aspects in a Trinitarian
and ecclesial context.

Such an approach will help us, on the one hand, to identify the
existing interferences between these important chapters of Eastern
theology, and on the other hand, to emphasize the various ways in
which Saint Basil the Great affirmed the divine identity of the Holy
Spirit, having as the starting point is the Trinitarian and ecclesial
context. Last but not least, we propose to offer an evaluation and
highlighting of the contribution made by Saint Basil the Great in the
definition and systematization of pneumatological teachings, both in
the context of the 4th century and in the general plan of theology
dogmatic.

By achieving the proposed goal and concretizing it in a
doctoral thesis, we will be able to effectively contribute to the



development of research directions undertaken so far, while also
opening new perspectives for future generations of theologians.

At the same time, the importance of undertaking such
scientific research consists not only in reaffirming certain dogmatic
truths or in identifying their relevance for the Church and
contemporary theology, but also in the fact that it can define a
common point, in order to cultivate a constructive dialogue and
necessary on an inter-Christian theological level.

Considering the briefly stated reasons above, we consider that
the chosen topic is an important and topical one. The value and
originality of the work does not primarily consist in the identification
or definition of concepts with doctrinal value of absolute novelty, but
in its unitary character, in the approach, presentation and
development of the subject proposed for research. At the center of
our research is the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit. The
evaluation of the pneumatological aspects, however, will be done in
a Trinitarian context, also following the implications and relevance
of this interrelationship in the life and work of the Church.

We propose to develop a study with a synthesis character, a
holistic approach to the theme, and the pursued purpose considers the
relevance for contemporaneity. We believe that, only within this
framework, the various pneutomatological concepts with dogmatic
character or with practical implications can be explained, understood
or experienced.

In order to achieve the proposed objective by elaborating this
scientific work, we proposed structuring the content into five major
chapters. In order to have a logical and systematic character, each
chapter is made up of several subdivisions, closely related to the
topic addressed. In their construction and ordering, the principle of
progressiveness and coherence was taken into account, in order to
create a unitary, original and well-founded work.

The first chapter of the work - The theological context of
the development of the pneumatology of Saint Basil the Great -
aims to frame the entire developed subject in the historical and
theological context of the 4th century.



Such an approach leads, on the one hand, to outline an
overview of how the dogmatic definition of the deity,
consubstantiality and equality of the Holy Spirit with the Father and
the Son was achieved, and on the other hand, it will help us to
understand much more clearly how the pneumatological theology
developed by Saint Basil the Great fits and harmonizes within the
theological thinking developed by the Fathers. Underlining how
Saint Basil the Great made his own contribution both in combating
the pneumatoma heresy and in defining the pneumatological dogma,
however, remains the fundamental concern of our approach.

Considering the entire theological context developed by the
Fathers of the 4th century, we could observe the particularly valuable
contribution of Saint Basil the Great. The theology developed by him
is in line with the patristic theology of the Fathers of the 4th century
and is based on a strong biblical foundation. Being in a position to
take a stand and offer well-argued answers to both the Arian and
pneumatoma groups, the teaching about the Holy Spirit of Saint
Basil the Great has a pronounced Trinitarian character. Regarding the
development of the pneumatological dogma, most theologians are of
the opinion that in the elaboration of the VIIIth article of the
Constantinople Creed, the imprint of the thinking of Saint Basil the
Great is more than obvious, it is a recapitulation and summary of
pneumology elaborated by him.

In the second chapter of our work - The biblical foundation
of Basilian pneumatology - we tried to provide an answer to a
legitimate question: not if, but how much the Holy Scripture weighs
in his life and work, in what way and how it was reported to the
revealed Word of God. The attitude shown towards the revealed and
inspired Word of the Scripture as well as the exegetical and
hermeneutic methods used help us to understand if indeed the Holy
Scripture constitutes the main foundation of his pneumatological
thinking.

The more I delved into the analysis of the life and work left
behind by Saint Basil the Great, the more clearly I could state an
indisputable truth: for him, the Holy Scripture is the Word of God.
Joining the same line drawn by other great Fathers of the Church,
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Saint Basil the Great strongly believes in the plenary inspiration of
Holy Scripture.

The major interest in a good understanding and interpretation
of the text of Scripture implicitly determined the outline of a Basilian
hermeneutic model, paradigmatic for the generations of theologians
who followed him.

Through a careful decantation of the methods and principles of
interpretation developed by the two great theological schools of his
time - Alexandria and Antioch - Saint Basil the Great, through the
exegetical and interpretive methods developed, establishes a center
of balance between literalism and allegorism, achieving a truthful
apology of the revealed character of Scripture, so contested by some
today.

Thus, the Basilian herminimia traces three major directions in
terms of methods of interpretation: Historical-literal Interpretation,
Anagogic-spiritual Interpretation and Typological Interpretation.
Each of these methods of interpretation must be used according to
the context and the purpose intended by the Author.

Analyzing the life and work of Saint Basil the Great, from the
perspective of the interest he gave to the Holy Word of God, we
could observe how the Savior's imperative - "search the Scriptures,
consider that in them you have eternal life. And they are the ones
who testify about Me." (John 5, 39) - it was the passion, the
preoccupation and the ultimate goal of his life. The same passion, the
same concern, and the same purpose should characterize the
contemporary believer, given that the imperative addressed by Christ
is the same.

In the third chapter - Pneumatology of Saint Basil the
Great in a Trinitarian perspective - we had as a premise the truth
revealed by Holy Scripture and developed by the Fathers, according
to which Orthodox theology speaks about the presence and work of
the Holy Spirit only within a soteriology Trinitarian. The Holy Spirit
carries out a particularly important work in the Church, but this work
is carried out in the context of the Trinitarian economy of salvation.



Therefore, in the course of our approach to identify the aspects
that define Basilian pneumatology, an analysis related to the Person
and the work of the Holy Spirit in a Trinitarian context was required.

The notions of being (ovcian) and hypostasis (VtocTOCIG) Were
two defining terms in clarifying the formulation of the Trinitarian
dogma. Their use in contexts and with different connotations, were
the center of debates between Arians and Orthodox, but also the
occasion of polemics between Nicene theologians, especially
between those from the East and those from the West.

All the observations made during our research, helped us to
notice what is the red thread of Saint Basil the Great's thinking
regarding the concept of ousia and hypostasis. This terminological
delimitation and clarification leads to the dogmatic definition of the
Godhead, a definition expressed by the formula One in being (ousia)
and threefold according to Persons (hypostasis).

Through the well-grounded arguments he brings, Saint Basil
the Great manages to show how in God there can be three really
subsisting Persons and yet one Being. Supporter of the dogmatic
formula one Being - three Hypostases, Saint Basil the Great
contributes decisively to the crystallization of the trinitarian
dogmatic terminology, affirming that there are two distinct notions -
the being and the hypostasis - but not separate, because they involve
each other.

Without directly stating that the Holy Spirit is homoousios
with the Father and the Son, Saint Basil the Great builds his entire
pneumatological argument around two fundamental theses: the
principle of perfect communion between the Persons of the Holy
Trinity and the principle of equality of honor. The conclusion of
these two theses will become axiomatic and is summarized in the
dogmatic definition of the second Ecumenical Council in
Constantinople: "I believe... in the Holy Spirit... who together with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified".

The pneumatology developed by Saint Basil the Great, like his
entire theology, does not have an abstract or theoretical character, but
constantly aims to guide the believer in the climb that leads to the
knowledge of the Triune God as well as to the experience of Him in
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the life and work of the Church. The theological approach of Saint
Basil the Great is comprehensive, well-argued and articulated to the
life of the Church and is based on a fundamental principle: the
Church is founded in the Spirit, therefore, the entire structure of the
Church is realized, obviously and indisputably, through the Spirit. 1
addressed this fundamental theme in the contents of chapter IV -
Pneumatology of Saint Basil the Great in an ecclesial and
doxological perspective.

According to Saint Basil the Great all the Triune Persons work
together in complete unity. Within this Unity, the Father has the role
of the original source of all things and all Trinitarian actions,
including the establishment of the Church, its development and its
eschatological future. Therefore, in the thinking of Saint Basil the
Great, that the Church is the work of the Father, through the Son, in
the Holy Spirit.

According to the model of the Triune God, man was not
created for a solitary life, but was destined to live in fellowship, with
God and with fellow humans, in a community setting. According to
the statement of Saint Basil the Great, man's fundamental experience
is that of communion, this experience having its basis in God,
himself being a tripersonal communion.

So, from the very beginning God showed his intention to
create not a solitary individual but a community in which people
would live in communion and full harmony. Unity in diversity was
the characteristic of this community. The love manifested through
the Holy Spirit, from God to people, gathers the believers together in
one holy community and achieves a perfect communion.

In the thinking of Saint Basil the Great, the Holy Spirit is the
Spirit of communion, of union between people. The descent of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost removed the barriers between
people, gathering them in Christ and transforming them into the
gathering of God's people.

The believer's becoming part of the divine community, the
Church, is also an essential condition for remaining in communion
with God. Thus, in the theology of Saint Basil the Great, the Church
is a Trinitarian community and communion in the Holy Spirit. In this
community framework, the Holy Spirit is the One who works
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permanently to establish the Church, He achieves full communion
between believers as part of the Church and between them and Christ
as the Head of His Church. The Holy Spirit also works to organize
and build the Church, sealing believers, offering gifts or entrusting
certain jobs. All this work is again placed in an eschatological
perspective, Saint Basil the Great thus highlighting the supreme
purpose of the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church, namely, the
perfection of the saints and the preparation of the faithful for the
eternal inheritance promised by God.

Highlighting the balance that exists in the ecclesiology of Saint
Basil the Great, balance brought by the complementarity and
indissoluble Christological and Pneumatological presence and work,
in and through the Church, leads to the definition of the Church as
the Body of Christ and life in the Holy Spirit.

Always, in the thinking of Saint Basil the Great, the Church is
not seen only as an organization, but as a living and dynamic
Organism, characterized by harmony and peace, the unifying
principle being Christ, the Head, and the binder, life and source of
power, the Holy Spirit.

In the plan of church life, the Spirit is the unifying factor par
excellence. In the theology of Saint Basil the Great, the Holy Spirit is
a Spirit of communion. It is the Spirit who gathers believers together
as members of the Body of Christ. He continues to work for the
building of the Church, by equipping believers with various spiritual
gifts. Placing each member in the Body as He decides and entrusting
each one with the mission of serving others for the common good of
all, the Holy Spirit constitutes the Church as a dynamic Organism,
full of life and power. By achieving this holy communion between
the members, the Holy Spirit works to constitute a single Body. At
the same time, however, the Holy Spirit achieves the believers'
communion with the triune God.

Remaining in the context of the existing interferences between
the pneumatological and the ecclesiological chapter, it is more than
obvious that a leaning towards the observation of the liturgical
dimension of the Church provides us with precious information
regarding the Person and the work of the Holy Spirit.
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Saint Basil the Great emphasizes the essential role of the Holy
Spirit both in terms of the true knowledge of God and in the act of
worship brought by believers before the Triune God, in the Church.
Considering the didactic but also apologetic nature of his writings,
Saint Basil the Great sounds the alarm: Embracing an erroneous or
incomplete conception of the work or Person of the Holy Spirit as
part of the Triune God cannot lead you into worship authentic before
God. According to Saint Basil the Great, the liturgy presents an
image of worship from heaven, a mystical union with worship that
occurs in the presence of God.

Speaking about the Mysteries of the Church, I understood that
in the theological thinking of Saint Basil the Great, baptism is not a
simple procedure or an act of physical washing, but a sacrament with
a sacred character that is based on both the written teaching and the
dogmas received from the tradition of the apostles. In the theological
thinking of Saint Basil the Great, the connection between Baptism as
a Sacrament of the Church and the Holy Spirit as a Person of the
Triune God is more than obvious, Baptism being both an act of
confession of faith and a source of saving and transforming faith of
man.

Both aspects of these works consider the belief in the Triune
God, but also the important and controversial aspect in the present
context, of the recognition and confession of the divinity of the Holy
Spirit and the granting of worship together with the Father and the
Son.

If through the Mystery of Baptism the Spirit is the One who
sends the power of life, of soul renewal, is reborn to a new life and
gives the power to live a life bearing holy fruit, Baptism being also
the Mystery through which Christ extends through the Spirit in
people to -incorporates them in Himself and in the Church, through
the Eucharist this new life is maintained, nourished and strengthened
in a permanent way, through the work of the Holy Spirit of sharing
the Trinitarian life in the community and communion of the Church.

According to the theological thinking expressed by St. Basil
the Great, the Sacrament of the Eucharist was intended exclusively
for those who had the rebirth, enlightenment and adoption, becoming
through Baptism, an integral part of the Church of Christ. As a work
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intended exclusively for the Church and performed within the
ecclesial liturgical framework, the Eucharist is an act of faith and a
continuation of the confession of authentic faith. For Saint Basil the
Great, the Eucharist is considered to be par excellence a Sacrament
of communion, and this communion is realized in the Church
through the presence and work of the Holy Spirit.

The last chapter of our work - The Relevance of the
Pneumatology of Saint Basil the Great for current dogmatics -
constitutes both a retrospective look with a synthesis character, and
an emphasis on those fundamental aspects derived from the
theological thinking of Saint Basil the Great, relevant for current
dogmatics.

We were able to observe, throughout our research, the major
imperative that is fundamental to the Pneumatology of Saint Basil
the Great: you cannot talk about the Holy Spirit as a divine Person,
except in the context of intra-trinitarian relationships. Analyzed in
the context of the undivided and perfect communion between the
Persons of the Holy Trinity, the entire Pneumatology developed by
Saint Basil the Great places the Holy Spirit in an eternal and perfect
communion with the Father and the Son, united in one being and in
one nature. The communion of nature, name and works helps us to
understand and define both the personal character and identity of
each Person and the unity that underlies the being of the Holy
Trinity. Such an approach leads to a logical and natural conclusion -
the Holy Spirit is deofinity with the Father and the Son, being a
divine dignity the same as the other Trinity Persons. Thus, the faith
of the Church, in a God One in Being and triune in Persons, is
reaffirmed.

At the same time, I emphasized the fact that the Pneumatology
developed by Saint Basil the Great, like his whole theology,
transcends the ages and leaves its mark on the thinking and living of
the Christian Church, due to the fact that it is not abstract or
theoretical in nature but constantly pursues guiding the believer
towards the knowledge of the Triune God, but also experiencing Him
in the life and work of His Church.
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From a methodological point of view, the general structure of
this thesis involves an approach to the theology of Saint Basil the
Great from a dogmatic perspective, being seconded by the historical
one. Without carrying out a contextual analysis, it is not possible to
emphasize the relevance for contemporaneity.

Approaching such a research project requires the use of a
complex methodology. It is necessary to analyze various elements
related to church history, the history of dogmas, the spirituality and
liturgical life of the Church. Also, the achievement of a synthesis
approach requires an interdisciplinary analysis.

Depending on the development stage of the subject and the
purpose pursued in each chapter of this work, I used several methods
of scientific research: historical, analytical, comparative or synthetic.

The bibliographic sources that form the basis of the
elaboration of this work are diverse. We considered consulting some
current, fundamental and major interest resources for the topic
developed in our research.  Considering the centering of this theme
in the coordinates of the thought and the theological work of Saint
Basil the Great, I used as primary sources, his entire work, known
and published until now. Also, in this chapter I considered the use of
the Bible and Patristic literature. A special interest is given to the
Church Fathers of the fourth century. We also used a wide range of
specialist papers, studies and articles relevant to our research area.

Considering the works identified as well as the themes
approached and developed up to now both in Romanian theology and
in the international or inter-confessional theological plane, we could
find that there is no research work or published in volume that
follows the development of the theme that stands at the basis of our
research, or aiming at a similar direction of approach. Therefore, we
consider it more than necessary to develop a work of a theological
and scientific nature that has at its center the Pneumatology of Saint
Basil the Great and that aims to fit it into the Trinitarian and
Ecclesial-doxological context identified in his works and theological
thinking. Such an approach comes as a natural continuity to the
contributions brought up to now, a step further in the direction of
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probing the theological thinking of Saint Basil the Great and why
not, the opening of new directions of interest for the next generations
of Romanian theologians.

An additional factor that motivates and encourages us in the
development of this theme, also takes into account the fact that in the
neo-Protestant theological plan in Romania we have not identified up
to this point any work that concerns the theological thinking of Saint
Basil the Great or the Pneumatological chapter developed by him.

The choice of such a subject and its transformation into a
scientific project is both a first in Romanian theology and a signal
regarding openness to patristic teaching on the one hand and interest
in a constructive dialogue, at an inter-Christian theological level, on
the other.
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