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THE ORTHODOX DEANERY OF CARANSEBES (1919-1949)

(summary)

The Romanian Orthodox Church has represented from a spiritual, cultural and moral
point of view the oldest and most important institution in the history of Romanians. The past
of the inhabitants of the Carpathian-Danubian-Pontic area cannot be studied in its entirety
without mentioning the role and contribution of the Church to the development and becoming
of the communities. Church and lay historiography, whether in the form of summary works or
special subjects, demonstrates the activity of the Orthodox Church in Romanian society.
Monographs of institutions and ecclesiastical personalities, as well as general writings on the
evolution of the religious phenomenon over time are part of the segment of historiographical
restitutions of great value.

In general, monographic works with historical-church content represent a genre of
scholarship writing that conducts research on several levels: educational, administrative,
political, national, cultural, spiritual, gnoseological and deontological. The present work, "The
Orthodox Deanery of Caransebes (1919-1949)", is part of the monographic studies of
ecclesiastical institutions and is a research based on unpublished or less known documents. It
is based on historical and ecclesiastical data aimed at highlighting a segment of the history of
the Church of Banat, which has remained anonymous. The variety of information, which has
emerged over time, has been classified thematically in a logical order to give shape to the
sequence of chapters and sub-chapters. We believe that the present work is necessary and
useful in order to gain a closer knowledge of a situation which in the distant past was for us a
source of moral strength and resistance to the historical dynamism of 1919-1949. At the same
time, it is also useful to know a segment of the relatively recent history of Banat and its
Church.

The beginnings of the historical Deanery of Caransebes are not known exactly, and the
church documents from the medieval period of Banat are almost inexistent. The town of
Caransebes had a history with many political syncopations due to the various dominations that
succeeded one another in time. From the Hungarian administration disturbed by the Turkish
invasion in 1738, it passed to the belonging to the Principality of Transylvania, then to the
Turkish occupation, and after the conquest of Banat by the Habsburgs, it must be mentioned

the Turkish invasions of 1738 and 1788. All these historical interferences, plus the fact that



church decisions were coordinated by Serbian bishops, have led to a lack of documentation
that is acutely felt in historiography. Going by ecclesiastical logic, it is self-evident that, since
ancient times, in addition to the seat of the Diocese of Caransebes, there was also a well-
organized deanery seat, around the city of the diocese there were many Romanian
communities with a large number of Orthodox believers. The archpriests of this deanery were
distinguished priests, who also administered the diocesan centre of Caransebes in times of
sedisvacancy and oversaw the destinies of the faithful in the city-church centre of the Banat
Montan. The oldest historical document about the organization of the deanery dates back to
1749, from the time of Emperor Francis I, when the priests, towns and villages were
conscripted into the deanery of the monarchy.

Later, after the re-establishment of the Diocese of Caransebes in 1865 and the
establishment of the ecclesiastical structures and school institutions of the diocese, the
archpriests of Caransebes had important roles in the administration of the diocesan centre and
worked as teachers at the diocesan school institutes.

During the years 1888-1937 the Caransebes Deanery was administered by Archpriest
Andrei Ghidiu. After graduating from the seminary in Sibiu, he attended philosophy courses
in Vienna and Leipzig (Lipsca). In 1880 he was called by Bishop loan Popasu to teach
theology in Caransebes. In 1883 he was elected as the archpriest of Oravita, and from 1888 he
was archpriest of Caransebes. He died after more than half a century of fruitful work, on 2
November 1937, aged 89. His efforts on the national level and his work as a teacher at the
Theological Institute and as parish priest and archpriest of Oravita and then of Caransebes,
inscribed his name with gold letters in the history of national and ecclesiastical life in Banat,
being considered the most important archpriest that Caransebes ever had.

From 1937 until 1948 the leadership of the diocese was taken over by lsaia Suru. He
was a graduate of the Theological Academy of Caransebes, and at the call of his uncle
(father's brother) Pavel Suru, who was the administrator of the printing house of church books
in Bucharest, he continued his studies and took his degree at the Faculty of Theology in the
capital of the Kingdom of Romania. In 1932, Dr. Vasile Lazdrescu, then Bishop of
Caransebes, appointed him as professor of Canon Law and Liturgy at the Theological
Academy and the School of Singers in Caransebes. He wrote articles for church magazines, as
well as the book "The Nullity of the Vatican Concordat".

Between 1948 and 1949, the deanery office in Caransebes was headed by the
archpriest Teodor Rosca. For 18 years, he served as an Episcopal deacon and cashier of the

Diocese of Caransebes. As a token of his appreciation, Bishop losif Traian Badescu decorated
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him with a red ribbon as deacon three years after his ordination, and Bishop Dr. Vasile
Lazarescu raised him to the rank of protodeacon four years after his arrival as bishop in
Caransebes. Bishop Veniamin Nistor ordained him as a priest and 6 days later ordained him
as a archpriest. He was a member of the editorial board of the "Foaia Diecezana" and of the
magazine "Altarul Banatului”. He wrote liturgical and pastoral articles, as well as chronicler
reports from canonical visits with the 4 archbishops of the Diocese of Caransebes. The above-
mentioned archpriests have sustained an exemplary ecclesiastical activity and have guided
with love and devotion the priests and the faithful under their care.

Caransebes has always been the most important and the largest deanery in the Diocese
of Caransebes. This aspect was maintained in the period 1919-1949 when the deanery tract
included 50 parishes and 9 subsidiaries, with over 57,000 Orthodox belivers. The deanery and
the parishes or local communities functioned until 1925 according to the Statute of Saguna,
and after the unification of the Church, from 1925 according to the "Law and Statute for the
organization of the Romanian Orthodox Church”. Article 26 of the Statute approved after the
unification of the Church stipulated that the parish was an ecclesiastical community of the
belivers (clergy and laity), which, under the guidance of the parish priest, supported the
Church with material and moral means. For example, if a community did not have a material
base to support a parish, it became a subsidiary and was attached to a neighbouring parish (the
mother parish). The transformation of a subsidiary into a parish (in the period studied:
Ferdinand, Golet, Slatina Mica) and the establishment of a new parish (parish III Caransebes)
was done at the request of the belivers with the accept of the deanery, the Eparchial Council,
which proposed it to the Eparchial Synod (art. 28).

The parishes (matere and subsidiary) which formed the nucleus of the Orthodox
Deanery of Caransebes were those of the localities: Apadia, Armenis, Bolvasnita, Borlova,
Brebu, Buchin, Bucosnita, Caransebes, Carpa (today Valea Timisului), Cicleni, Ciresa, Ciuta,
Cornutel (old Ruginosu II), Crajma (today Magura), Dalci, Delinesti, Fenes, Ferdinand (today
Otelu Rosu), Golet, Glimboca, laz, Ilova, Jupa, Maciova, Mal (today neighborhood of Otelu
Rosu), Marga, Maru, Matnicu Mare, Obreja, Ohaba Bistra, Ohaba Matnic, Ohabita, Pestere,
Petrognita, Poiana, Prisaca, Prisian, Ruieni, Rugi, Ruginosu, Rusca, Rusca Montana, Ruschita,
Sadova Noud, Slatina Mica, Teregova, Turnu, Valea Boului (today Paltinis), Valeadeni, Valea
Mare (today Valea Bistrei), Valisoara, Vama Marga, Var, Varciorova, Voislova, Zagujeni,
Zavoi, Zervesti, Zlagna.

As regards monastic life in the territory of the Caransebes Deanery, the spirit of

renewal and revival of old monastic settlements was manifested by the foundation of the
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"Piatra Scrisd" hermitage (1929) near Armenis, a place with a long monastic tradition, and by
the establishment of a new hermitage, "Saint Elijah the Prophet” on the Little Mountain
(1939).

The pastoral care of the belivers in the Caransebes Deanery and the mission among the
communities of Banat was carried out by priests who saw their mission as a messianic and
saving ministry. The liturgical ministry in the Caransebes Deanery was manifested in the
liturgical ethos of the whole Orthodoxy, the ordinances of the services being generally valid
in the Orthodox Church. There were local influences and traditions that gave a specificity to
the services in this part of Banat.

Catechesis in the Caransebes Deanery took three main forms: First, the presence of the
religion class in Romanian schools where catechist priests worked and it was the most
important form of catechesis for youth during the interwar period, but also during the Second
World War and until 1948. Secondly, an important aspect of the Church's catechization was
the fight against sectarianism, as Banat is located in the western part of the country, which
made it one of the first Romanian territories to face sectarian proselytism. Among the Neo-
Protestant cults found in the Caransebes Deaney we mention the Baptists and Pentecostals,
but also the Nazarenes, a Christian denomination not recognised by the state. Thirdly,
catechetical activity was also carried out in the parishes in an organised way and was
considered a missionary priority of the church. Priests, according to the ordinances, catechised
the faithful, teaching them about the Mysteries of the Church, doctrine and the preaching of
Christianity.

The priestly conferences had the role of informing the priests about the pastoral and
administrative demands of the time and they militated for the intensification of the religious-
moral life in the parishes of the Caransebes Deanery. The Conferences called upon the priests
to consciously fulfil their sublime role, which must be carried out "with and without the time",
and demanded that the Gospel be achieving with zeal and zeal for all the faithful.

The social-philanthropic activities undertaken in the Caransebes Deanery were varied
in character, indicating the priests' concern for all age groups and all social structures in the
Mountain Banat. A number of the concerns of the archpriests were aimed at promoting the
moral and natural values of the Banat communities, motivating the leaders of the parish
offices to make numerous collections for those in need, to fight against the innumerable sins
that had befallen social life, to help their neighbours in distress. The efforts of the deanery
leadership to support the parishes financially and morally have cultivated in people the spirit

of Christian love, joy and a greater security in the existence of the Romanians of Banat.
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Parallel to the religious-moral activity in the Caransebes Deanery, the cultural life,
which in our ancestral tradition has always been based around the Church, was also
maintained. In this spirit, cultural activities and initiatives were set up, in which all cultural
associations and societies were brought together. This ensured that the faithful attended
church, which brought about a clear transformation in the society of the region, even though
the weather was sometimes very unfavourable to cultural events. With a view to preserving
and developing parish archives and libraries, the priests did their best to bring in all kinds of
books and documents, some of great historical and cultural relevance, for storage and
preservation. These were made available to readers and researchers who valued the national,
cultural and ecclesiastical past.

During the interwar period, the political events that took place in the area of the
Caransebes Deanery affected the economic and social life of the priests and belivers. The
clergy was free to get involved in national-political action, even if the decisions of the Holy
Synod urged priests to be more involved in the spiritual side of the belivers. The
"ecclesiastical discipline™ imposed on the Orthodox priest always left room for political
options. We find few priests who have not carried out activities of national-political interest
and who, aware of their priestly mission, have held back from political life. We note that the
national-political commitment of priests and archpriests was of a social nature, representing
the belivers and promoting traditional and ecclesiastical values.

During the Second World War, the bravery and blood sacrifice of the Romanian priest
from Banat was abundantly visible. Far from the country's borders, on the battlefields, the
priests of the Caransebes Deanery showed themselves to be worthy sons of the nation, and
those who remained at home did their duty by maintaining the state of mind and encouraging
the belivers. After the end of the war, the priests of the Caransebes Deanery had to face the
communist persecution, established in 1945 and strengthened after 1948. The Church of
Banat, through its ministers and belivers, witnessed the major changes which disadvantaged
the entire population in ecclesiastical, cultural and social terms. As leaders of communities,
priests were often exposed to inconvenience and even suffered personally in defence of faith
and culture.

All the events of the period under study were supported by hierarchs, archpriests,
priests and teachers of the Theological Institute and Academy, but also by the faithful who
were tirelessly alongside for the defence of the belivers of the Church and its institutions.
Therefore, this approach could not be complete without bringing to light the most important

personalities, clergy and laity, who were involved in the administrative and ecclesiastical life
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of the Caransebes Deanery. Theology teachers Vasile Loichita, Dimitrie Cioloca, Ioan David,
Zeno Munteanu, etc., as well as laymen Aurel Moaca and Dimitrie Zgaverdia, made
significant contributions to the existence of the Caransebes Deanery, both through their work
and their writings. These personalities with a vocation brought light, faith and hope, passed on
their teachings and especially the example of their lives.

The information in the present research was mainly based on documents from the
Caransebes Deanery Archives and, without claiming to be an exhaustive study, is intended to
highlight the ecclesiastical, social and cultural activity carried out in the Caransebes Deanery
during the years 1919-1949.

Because the events that took place in the Caransebes Deanery after the First World
War, throughout the interwar period and during the Second World War, up to 1949, when the
Diocese of Caransebes was abolished, have been little studied, this study is of real interest for
the history of the Church of Banat, constituting a model for the valorisation of an archival
treasure trove of deanery, bringing special contributions to the knowledge of religious and
social life under the leadership or administration of the three archpriests Andrei Ghidiu, Isaia

Suru and Teodor Rosca.
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