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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Motivation and choice of topic 

In order to choose the theme to approach and research in the framework of my doctoral 

studies, I thought that it would be of real use for my personal intellectual progress, to opt for a 

subject in the field of canon law, entitled: The canonical work of Rev. Prof. Dr. Valerian Sesan. A 

critical evaluation of his work and its importance for the systematization of Church Law, which 

gave me the possibility of an interdisciplinary approach. Being an exciting and challenging topic, 

it piqued my interest throughout the research and compilation of this paper, requiring thorough 

research. 

The main motivation that pushed me to approach this topic is structured on two 

coordinates: 

1. The desire to rediscover the perennial values of Orthodoxy, in the sphere of the 

canonical work of Father Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan, which was only tangentially known in 

current canonical theology. 

2. The colossal importance of the thinking of the canonist from Chernivtsi, both in the field 

of Church Law and other theological disciplines. 

The step-times in which Father Valerian Șesan carried out his sacerdotal and didactic 

activity constituted a preamble for what he would trace, through his monumental work. The 

studies in Vienna, Prague, Athens, Jerusalem, Kiev or Saint Petersburg would open up new 

perspectives for approaching Church Law for the teacher from Bukovina, especially what it means 

to systematize and compile the textbooks of this discipline. 

Nowadays, there is a need for a direct approach to certain situations that arise, and the way 

of thinking of the father, through his work, I consider to be an example, having as the 

sustainability of this statement, his very complex and vast studies, entitled: Revision of canons and 

other church norms, as well as their codification, as well as the Convocation of the Ecumenical 

Council.       
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These two themes are topical, both the first subject, and especially when doing the second 

study, when 7 years ago, in 2016, it was desired to gather all the Autocephalous Orthodox 

Churches in communion, in a Pan-Orthodox Synod. 

In this context, I considered that I could bring certain clarifications regarding the 

changeability or immutability of canons, the methods of meeting a Pan-Orthodox Synod, the 

principles of autonomy and autocephaly, the issue of the right of devolution, etc., proposing to 

clarify them in the content of my doctoral thesis, based on the canonical teaching and practice of 

the Church, found in the work of father Valerian Șesan. 

2. The object of the research 

The work and canonical thought of Father Professor Valerian Șesan is the object of the research. 

Of course, in order to be able to draw some conclusions, I have chosen in some chapters to place 

in parallel the canonical works of the Bucovinian professor, with other works of great canonists 

from the ante-war, inter-war, and post-war periods. such as: the works of Saint Andrei Șaguna, 

professor Constantin Clementie Popovici, Constantin Erbiceanu, Nicoale Popovici, bishop 

Nicodim Milaș, Liviu Stan, etc. Also, due to the fact that the father in his work repeatedly refers to 

the Holy Scripture and the Holy Fathers, I used the Holy Scripture as well as some writings of the 

Holy Fathers. 

Also in the context of the object of the research, the provenance and terminology of the 

word canon, which represents a constitutive element in the entire work undertaken and composed 

by father Valerian Șesan, also falls into place. That is why I used specialized dictionaries in this 

sense, but I also appealed to the conception of other canonists vis-à-vis this subject. As known 

both in the West
1
, as well as in the East there were synods, which decreed canons for church 

organization. 

3. Research stage 

 In the sphere of Romanian theologians and theology, there are several references that 

outline and outline the life, personality, and work of Father Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan. Most of 

these notes were made on the occasion of the transition to eternal ones, in 1940, and they were 

                                                           
1
 See in this regard, Pr. Prof. Univ. Dr. Constantin RUS, Canoanele Sinoadelor din Galia (secolele IV-VII), Editura 

Astra Museum, Sibiu, 2013. 
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published in Candela magazine, from 1942. In addition to these, there are some studies, published 

in Telegraful Român, Cuvântul Preoțesc and Altarul Banatului from 1945 Another study, 

published in the journal Studii Teologice¸ from 1976, and two studies that saw the light of day in 

the 21st century. All the articles about this personality outline his role in order to systematize 

Church Law. 

These studies helped me to a great extent, in particular, when I compiled the second 

chapter about his life and activity in the field of canon law theology, as well as on the side of 

patriotism, the professor from Chernivtsi being a militant for the integration of Greater Romania. 

The first to write about Father Valerian Șesan, is Metropolitan Tit, who described in a 

masterly way his character, combined with the missionary spirit assumed for the defense of 

Orthodoxy: "All the work of the priest Professor Valerian Șesan is crossed by the thrill of the fight 

to preserve the traditional settlement of To the Church (...), the traditionalism of the priest 

Valerian Șesan appears like an oak tree in a storm, intimately attached by all its roots to the land 

of the Holy Place, which he served with the piety of the priest and the faithfulness of the teacher"
2
. 

 In the same way, the Metropolitan of Transylvania, Nicoale, highlighted the intellectual 

capacity of the canonist Valerian Șesan: "I admired the vastness of his culture and the scientific 

thoroughness with which he treated any problem he tackled. A problem that he made the object of 

research, he elucidated it from all sides, going down to its details"
3
. This statement demonstrates 

the eloquence, perseverance and indubitability that the father assumed throughout his course, both 

during his training and during his teaching activity. 

Another special note belongs to the Metropolitan of Oltenia, Nifon Criveanu, who 

reiterates the value of studying canon law, as well as underlines his steadfastness in the faith and 

practice of the Church, stating: "Honoring the man of deep and steadfast conviction"
4
. 

 From his publishing activity, but especially in the family sector, a special love for the 

Czech people emerges, establishing certain associations with a fraternal character and cooperation 

between the Romanian and the Czech people. This respect for the Czechoslovak people is 

remembered by the Orthodox bishop of the Czech Republic and Moravia, Gorazd, who said: "I 

                                                           
2
 Tit, Mitropolitul Bucovinei, “Modeste însemnări despre un mare dascăl”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 

1941), p. II. 
3
 Nicolae, Mitropolitul Ardealului, “În amintirea unui bun prieten”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 1941), p. 

III. 
4
 Nifon CRIVEANU, Mitropolitul Olteniei, “Un om”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939,1940,1941),  p. V. 
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knew in Dr. Prof. Şesan a distinguished canonist with broad views and a sovereign certainty, a 

noble and fine man, who he loved the Orthodox Church and his people with a fervent heart. I 

knew that Prof. Valerian Șesan was a great and sincere friend of the Czech people"
5
.  

 Another clergyman of Czech nationality, wrote a short article about the Romanian 

canonist, in which he highlighted the physical and spiritual aspect, but also the depth of his 

writings, which emerge from his conduct and behavior. At the same time, the archpriest of the 

Czech Orthodox Church noted his high academic standing, as well as the receipt of numerous 

awards, as can be seen from the following statement: "...you saw him on other occasions, as well 

as on photographs, as a great church dignitary, with high decorations on the chest, (...), seeing 

such a lively face of this great priest and scholar...”
6
. This analysis carried out by the Czech proto-

people confirms the intellectual capacity and insight of Professor Valerian Șesan. 

The dean of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Chernivtsi at that time, Father Professor 

Dr. Vasile Loichița, wrote a very extensive article about the monumental work of Father Valerian 

Șesan, presenting the most important research directions that he approached, and recalling about 

the Universal Law Course, as well as some of its studies. From the position of dean, he also 

emphasized the fraternal relationship he had with his colleagues in the Faculty: "Dr. Valerian 

Șesan was a loving father of the University he led; good friend and comrade of his colleagues and 

indulgent parent of his students"
7
.  

 As Father Vasile Loichița recalls, Professor Valerian Șesan in his academic activity was 

also the rector of the University of Chernivtsi, as well as a professor at the Faculty of Chernivtsi, 

during the period in which he wrote several studies and textbooks on Church Law, among which 

from unfortunately only one of these was preserved, being published in 1942, about which he 

mentions: "(...) that it is a treasure of canonical precisions"
8
. He also stated that the Law manual of 

the canonist from Chernivtsi is much more appropriate to the content of science than that of 

Bishop Nicodim Milaș
 9

, analyzing canonical and disciplinary matters in a special way.  

                                                           
5
 Gorazd, Episcop ortodox al Cehiei și Moraviei, “În amintirea lui Valerian Șesan”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 

1940, 1941), p. X. 
6
 Dr. inginer A. V. CERVIN, “Protopresviterul Dr. Valerian Șesan”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 1941), p. 

XII. 
7
 Dr. Vasile LOICHIȚA, “În amintirea lui Dr. Valerian Șesan (1878-1940)”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 

1941), p. XXX. 
8
 Dr. Vasile LOICHIȚA, “În amintirea lui Dr. Valerian Șesan (1878-1940)”, p. XXIX. 

9
 Dr. Vasile LOICHIȚA, “În amintirea lui Dr. Valerian Șesan (1878-1940)”, p. XXIX. 
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His friend and close friend, Dr. Lazăr Iacob, professor of law at the Theological Institute in 

Arad, professor at the Faculty of Law in Oradea and Cluj and professor at the Faculty of Theology 

in Bucharest, wrote an emotional confession on the occasion of the transition to the eternal, where 

he mentions the entire scientific activity undertaken by father Valerian Șesan: "he proved himself 

a worthy successor of his predecessors and a distinguished keeper and defender of the traditions 

left to the school, as a precious legacy"
10

.  In this study, Professor Lazăr Iacob made special 

reference to the Universal Law Course, about which he says: "The legal precision in the 

presentation of legal issues (...) are the characteristic notes of these lithographic lectures"
11

, as well 

as studies of colossal importance for the entire Church.  

 The professor of Church Law at the Faculty of Theology in Iași from that period wrote 

about the qualities of the Romanian canonist, who dedicated his entire life to the study, and in 

particular, to the deepening of the science of Church Law, being: "one of the few cultivators of the 

science of Church Law from our country"
12

.At the same time, he notes the importance of the 

work: Die Religionspolitik der christlich-romischen Kaiser von Konstantin d. Gr. bis Theodosius 

d. Gr. (313-380), written in German and published in 1911 in Chernivtsi, saying that this work 

consecrated the professor from Chernivtsi
13

, giving him the quality of an erudite teacher of 

theology. 

 Dr. C. N. Tomescu, university professor, characterized Father Valerian Șesan as "a worthy 

servant of the Holy Shrines in the parts of Bucovina and a pillar of the canonical edifice", 

reiterating the sacerdotal and academic activity carried out among the faithful, but also among the 

theological students and not only
14

. 

 In addition to the professors from the academic environment, members of the 

administration of the Bucovina Metropolitanate, where he performed several functions, also wrote 

about the Romanian canonist. Father diocesan councilor, of the metropolis, Dr. I. Puiu pencils and 

underlines his personality, in the context of the six years in which Father Valerian Șesan fulfilled 

the position of canonical referent councillor. This position was thankless, as well as that of 

                                                           
10

 Dr. Lazăr IACOB, “Dr. Valerian Șesan”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939,1940,1941), p. XXXVIII; A se mai 

vedea, în  Studii Teologice, anul VIII (1940), Tipografia Cărților Bisericești, vol. I, p. 188-195.   
11

 Dr. Lazăr IACOB, “Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. XXXVII. 
12

 Dr. N. POPESCU-PRAHOVA, “Profesorul Dr. Valerian Șesan”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 1941), p. 

XXXIX.  
13

 Dr. N. POPESCU-PRAHOVA, “Profesorul Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. XXXIX. 
14

 Dr. C. N. TOMESCU, “Arhipresviter stravrofor Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. XLI. 
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economic advisor, facing in countless cases major problems
15

, but he solved all these with great 

selflessness and wisdom. At the same time, he was a real militant for helping the clergy in 

Bucovina
 16

 in times of austerity. 

 University professor Vl. Prelipcean, who was also the administrator of Candela magazine, 

recorded some thoughts about father Valerian Șesan in the article: Professor Valerian Șesan
 17

, 

which recalls the soulful and intellectual qualities, with a quick and sparkling wit
 18

, which the 

canonist from Chernivtsi owned, being an authentic apologist of the Orthodox Church. 

 Father Valerian Șesan was valued and appreciated by his students, as shown in the article 

by father Todor Totolici, our Professor of Church Law, "in student life you can get the pleasure of 

studying one of the subjects of the program and thanks to the proposer, who he has the gift of 

transposing into souls, what he had in abundance"
19

. Also, the professor from Chernivtsi had 

certain phrases that remained imprinted in the students' souls, according to the example given by 

Father Todor Totolici, "Life in the Church consists of the relationship between the members, 

between the members and the authority and between the authority and the members, these 

relationships are regulated by Church Law"
20

.In this way, one can understand the admiration and 

gratitude of the theological students from Chernivtsi, who had him as a mentor and trainer. 

A very extensive and complex study was compiled by father Milan Șesan
21

 (the boy of 

father Valerian Șesan), in which he describes in a complex and vast form, the personality of this 

great canonist, starting from the ethnogeny of the father
 22

, continuing with his intellectual and 

spiritual formation
 23

, then penning the sacramental and didactic activity, concluding with the 

presentation of his work
 24

.  

 Father Ștefan Slevoacă, presented in the article: The funeral of professor Dr. Valerian 

Șesan, how the prohodation service of the canonist from Chernivtsi took place, mentioning the 

                                                           
15

 Pr. Dr. I. PUIU, “Preotul profesor Dr. Valerian Șesan în administrația bisericească”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII 

(1939, 1940, 1941),  p. XLVII. 
16

 Pr. Dr. I. PUIU, “Preotul profesor Dr. Valerian Șesan în administrația bisericească”, p. XLVIII. 
17

 Vl. PRELIPCEAN, “Profesorul Valerian Șesan”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 1941),  p. L-LII. 
18

 Vl. PRELIPCEAN, “Profesorul Valerian Șesan”, p. L. 
19

 Pr. Teodor TOTOLICI, “Profesorul nostru de Drept bisericesc”, în Candela, anul L, LI, LII (1939, 1940, 1941), p. 

LIII. 
20

 Pr. Teodor TOTOLICI, “Profesorul nostru de Drept bisericesc”, p. LIV. 
21

 Prof. Dr. Milan ȘESAN, “Familia Șesan”, în Candela, anul L-LII, 1939-1941, p. LXXIII-XCVI. 
22

 Prof. Dr. Milan ȘESAN, “Familia Șesan”, p. LXXIII-LXXXII. 
23

 Prof. Dr. Milan ȘESAN, “Familia Șesan”, p. LXXXII-LXXXIX. 
24

 Prof. Dr. Milan ȘESAN, “Familia Șesan”, p. LXXXIX-XCVI. 
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personalities by name
 25

 who participated in this event, as well as the speeches of those who took 

the floor. It should be mentioned that all those who spoke emphasized the importance and special 

value of Father Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan, through his works
 26

 
canonical and juridical

. 

Also, Vl. wrote about the father's personality. P., affirming: "One by one, the teacher's 

training and prestige recommend him for high dignities in the Church, in the University, as well as 

in social life"
27

. 

 One of the best-known Romanian canonists from the post-war period, father Liviu Stan 

paid tribute to the personality of priest Valerian Șesan, on the occasion of his transition to the 

eternal
 28

, considering him a polyglot: "Thoroughly educated from youth (...), possessing the 

Slavic, German, Greek and Latin languages"
29

,who, in addition to his teaching activity, developed 

a multilateral activity in society, being involved in the administration, in culture, in Romanian 

politics in Bucovina, as well as a friend of the neighboring states, especially the Czech people
30

. 

 A few years later, another record appears of one of his most meritorious students, Father 

Petru Rezuș
 31

, who wrote about the professor from Bucovina
 32

: “campaigned and wrote true 

masterpieces, on the most important canonical issues, which troubled the Church in his time”
33

. 

 The importance of his work in the development of Church Law was only written in 

1976
34

,through the work: Professor Valerian Șesan's contribution to development 

Church law, in which Vasile Axinia broadly addressed several topics that Father Valerian Șesan 

researched, such as: about the collective bodies exercising church power
35

, the problem of the 

relationship between the State and the Church, the right of devolution, etc. 

 Currently there are three references, in which the work and personality of the canonist 

Valerian Șesan is mentioned. 

                                                           
25

 Pr. Dr. Ștefan SLEVOACĂ, “Funerariile profesorului Dr. Valerian Șesan”, în Cuvântul Preoțesc, anul VII (1940), 

nr. 5, p. 2-6. 
26

 Pr. Dr. Ștefan SLEVOACĂ, “Funerariile profesorului Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. 2.  
27

 Vl. P., “Profesorul Valerian Șesan”, în Cuvântul Preoțesc, anul VII (1940), nr. 5, p. 1-2. 
28

 Dr. Liviu STAN, “Prof. Dr. Valerian Șesan”, în Telegraful Român, anul LXXXVII (1940), nr. 21, p. 3. 
29

 Dr. Liviu STAN, “Prof. Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. 3. 
30

 Dr. Liviu STAN, “Prof. Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. 3. 
31

 Dr. Petru REZUȘ, “Canonistul ortodox Dr. Valerian Șesan”, în Altarul Banatului, anul II (1945), nr. 1-2, p. 77-78. 
32

 Dr. Petru REZUȘ, “Canonistul ortodox Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. 78. 
33

 Dr. Petru REZUȘ, “Canonistul ortodox Dr. Valerian Șesan”, p. 77. 
34

 Drd. Vasile AXINIA, “Contribuția profesorului Valerian Șesan la dezvoltarea Dreptului bisericesc”, în Studii 

Teologie, anul XXVIII (1976), nr. 7-10, p. 600-610. 
35

 Drd. Vasile AXINIA, “Contribuția profesorului Valerian Șesan la dezvoltarea Dreptului bisericesc”, p. 607. 
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Professor Mircea Păcurariu mentions him in his work
36

, recalling his life and work. 

Father professor Iulian Mihail Constantinescu
 37

, synthesized in a special way the life and 

activity of father Valerian Șesan, recalling the most important works
 38

, and at the same time 

tracing some research directions that the canonist from Chernivtsi approached, highlighting the 

relevance of his work for the development of Church Law
 39

. 

 Răzvan Perșa, in his doctoral thesis, referred to the thinking of father Valerian Șesan
 40

, 

analyzing the fundamental elements of Canon Law. At the same time, Father Tudor Budeanu
 41

, 

also in his doctoral thesis he tangentially mentioned the life and work of Professor Valerian Șesan. 

There were also other theology professors who studied the topics addressed by Father 

Valerian Șesan. I mention the following as related topics researched: 

1. The following books and studies have appeared on the relationship between the State 

and the Church: I. Sireteanu, Raportul între Biserică și Stat, București, 1897; M. Chiriță, Raportul 

dintre Stat și Biserică din punctul de vedere juridic, București, 1898; D. G. Boroianu, “Biserica și 

Statul. Câteva cuvinte asupra chestiunei”, în Biserica Ortodoxă Română, anul XXXIII (1909), nr. 

5, p. 517-532; D. G. Boroianu, “Câte ceva despre învățătura despre Biserică și Stat”, în Biserica 

Ortodoxă Română, anul XXXIV (1910), nr. 12, p. 965-984; I. Mateiu, Dreptul bisericesc de stat 

în România întregită, București, 1926; A. Boldura, Problema politicei creștinești și Statul, 

Chișinău, 1933; I. Mateiu, Politica bisericească și Statul român, Sibiu, 1931; Grigore Comșa, 

Ortodoxia și Românismul în trecutul nostru, Arad, 1933; Iacob LAZĂR, Politica scaunului papal, 

Cluj, 1936; N. Popescu-Prahova, Raporturile dintre Stat și Biserică, Chișinău, 1936; Milan Șesan, 

Starea religioasă din Germania de după război, Cernăuți, 1938; Theodor Fecioru, Poporul român 

și fenomenul religios, București, 1939; Nichifor Crainic, Ortodoxie și Etnocrație, București, 1939; 

V. Șesan, Catedra de drept bisericesc, Cernăuți, 1939;  Dumitru Stăniloae, Ortodoxie și 

Românism, Sibiu, 1939; Gr. Marcu, Biserica ortodoxă înaintemergătoare a statului național  

român, Sibiu, 1940; N. Popescu-Prahova, Creștinism și națiune, București, 1941; S. Mehedinți-

                                                           
36

 Pr. Prof. Dr. Mircea PĂCURARIU, Dicționarul teologilor români, Editura Andreiana, Sibiu, 2014, p. 637-638. 
37

 Iulian Mihail CONSTANTINESCU, Dreptul canonic ortodox ca știință, Ediția a II-a, Editura Universitaria, 

Craiova, 2020, p. 76-77. 
38

 Iulian Mihail CONSTANTINESCU, Dreptul canonic ortodox ca știință, p. 77. 
39

 Iulian Mihail CONSTANTINESCU, Dreptul canonic ortodox ca știință, p. 77. 
40

 Răzvan PERȘA, Natura canoanelor și principiile de interpretare a lor în dreptul canonic ortodox al secolelor XIX-

XX, Editura Presa Universitară Clujeană, Cluj-Napoca, 2021, p. 60-63. 
41

 Pr. Dr. Tudor BUDEANU, Lazăr Iacob și opera sa canonico-juridică. O evaluare canonico-juridică a contribuției 

sale la dezvoltarea Dreptului bisericesc, (teza de doctorat), Arad, 2020, p. 100-101. 
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Soveja, Creștinismul românesc, București, 1941; Liviu Stan, Rasă și Religiune, Sibiu, 1942; Liviu 

Stan, “Relațiile dintre Biserică și Stat. Studiu istorico-juridic”, în Ortodoxia, anul IV (1952), nr. 3-

4, p. 353-461;  

2. Regarding the issue of ecclesiastical autonomy, the following works appeared: Iorgu 

Ivan, “Autonomia Bisericii în concepția I.P.S. Mitropolit Nicolae Bălan”, în vol. Omagiu I.P.S. 

Mitropolit Nicolae Bălan la 50 de ani de arhierie, Sibiu, 1956, p. 155-172; Liviu Stan, “Despre 

autonomia bisericească”, în Studii Teologice, anul X (1958), nr. 5-6, p. 376-393; Liviu Stan, 

“Autocefalia și autonomia în Ortodoxie”, în Mitropolia Olteniei, anul XIII (1961), nr. 5-6, p. 278-

316; Ilie Moldovan, “Etnicitate și autonomie. Considerații de ordin teologic-moral, cu ocazia 

aniversării autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe Române”, în Centenarul Autocefaliei Bisericii 

Ortodoxe Române. 1885-1985, Bucarest, 1987, p. 234-267; Georgică Grigoriță, “Autonomie et 

synodalité dans l’Eglise orthodoxe (les prescriptions des saints canons et les réalités ecclésiales 

actuelles”, în Studii Teologice, anul V (2009), nr. 1, p. 141-214.   

3. The problem of church autocephaly has been addressed by numerous teachers. In this 

regard, the following works were written: Gheorghe Ciuhandu, “Autochefalie și autonomie 

bisericească”, în Revista Teologică, anul XI (1921), p. 33-50; Liviu Stan, “Despre autocefalie”, în 

Ortodoxia, anul VIII (1956), nr. 3, p. 369-396; John Erickson, “Autocephaly in Orthodox 

Canonical Literature to the thirteenth century”, în Saint  Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, anul 

XV (1971), p. 28-41; M. Ciucur, “Dreptul de acordare a autocefaliei în Biserica Ortodoxă”, în 

Studii Teologice, anul XXIX (1977), p. 536-541; Ioan Floca, L’autocéphalie dans l’Eglise 

orthodoxe roumaine”, în Kanon, anul V (1981), p. 104-113; Ioan N. Floca, “Faze și etape ale 

stărilor de independență de tip autonom și autocefal în Biserica ortodoxă Română”, în Mitropolia 

Ardealului, anul XXX (1985), nr. 5-6, p. 288-298; Iorgu Ivan, “Autocefalia Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Române – un veac de la recunoașterea ei”, în Studii Teologice, anul XXXVIII (1986), nr. 2, p. 14-

38; P. F. Daniel Ciobotea, Patriarhul României, “Autocefalia bisericească: unitate de credință și 

libertate de conducere”, în Centenarul autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, 1885-1985, 

București, 1987, p. 11-17; P. F. Daniel Ciobotea, Patriarhul României, “Autocefalia bisericească: 

unitate de credință și libertate de conducere”, în Centenarul autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Române, 1885-1985, București, 1987, p. 268-278; Nicolae Dură, “Forme și stări de manifestare a 

autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe Române”, în Centenarul autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, 

1885-1985, București, 1987, p. 127-144; I. Ivan, “Etnosul-neamul, temei divin și principiu 



15 
 

fundamental canonic al autocefaliei bisericești”, în Centenarul Autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Române. 1885-1985, Bucarest, 1987, p. 186-201; Constantin Galeriu, “Autocefalie și Ortodoxie. 

Aspecte eclesiologice”, în Centenarul autocefaliei Bisericii Ortodoxe Române. 1885-1985, 

București, 1987, p. 202-233; Constantin Rus, “Probleme referitoare la autocefalie”, în Prezența 

Bisericilor într-o Europă unită. O nouă dimensiune a dialogului ecumenic și intrereligios, Arad, 

2005, p. 209-238; Constantin Rus, “Unity and Autocephaly. Some canonical remarks”, în The 

Place of Canonical Principles in the Organization and working of Autocephalous Orthodox 

Churches, The Canon Law International Symposium, The Orthodox heology Faculty's Center od 

Theological-Historical Studies and Pastoral-Missionary Prognosis, Arad, 2008, p. 135-171; 

Georgică Grigoriță, “Autocefalia în Biserica Ortodoxă. Studiu canonic”, în Autocefalia: libertate 

și demnitate, București, 2010, p. 65-82; Georgică Grigoriță, “Autocefalia în sinodalitate. 

Autonomia eclezială în Biserică din punct de vedere canonic”, în Biserica Ortodoxă Română, anul 

CXXX (2010), nr. 1, p. 229-259; Constantin Rus, “Canonul 34 apostolic și implicațiile sale 

canonice”, în Ortodoxia, anul V (2013), nr. 2, p. 68-83. 

4. A very complex study was written about the issue of the right of devolution by the 

parent Constantin Pîrvu, “Dreptul de devoluțiune”, în Studii Teologice, anul VI (1954), nr. 7-8, p. 

386-398, as well as the study of Father Professor Constantin Rus, “Canonul 5 al Sinodului I 

Ecumenic și importanța lui pentru dreptul canonic ortodox”, în Marius Țepelea, Mihai Brie, Viorel 

Popa (coords.), Epoca, personalitatea și contribuția împăratului Constantin cel Mare la libertatea 

și consolidarea Bisericii creștine. Simpozionul internațional – Oradea, 23-24 mai 2014, Editura 

Universității din Oradea, Oradea, 2014, p. 56-75. 

5. The issue of the revision of canons and other church norms, as well as their codification, 

was addressed by a number of canonists, being a current topic, recalling the most relevant ones: 

Constantin Dron, Valoarea actuală a canoanelor, București, 1928; Gheorghe Soare, Înapoi la 

sfintele canoan, București, 1928; Prof. Dr. Nicolae Popovici, “Codificarea dreptului bisericesc 

ortodox răsăritean”, în vol. Omagiu Înaltpreasfinției Sale Dr. Nicolae Bălan, Mitropolitul 

Ardealului, Sibiu, p. 678-681; Liviu Stan, “Codificarea canoanelor”, în Studii Teologice, anul XXI 

(1969), nr. 9-10, p. 627-648; Arhim. Bartholomeu Arthonanis, De la codification des sacrés 

canons et des sustitutions canonique dans l'Eglise Orthodoxe, Thesaloniki, 1970; Liviu Stan, 

“Codificarea canoanelor”, în Liviu Stan, Biserica și dreptul, 2. Izvoarele Dreptului Canonic 

Ortodox, Pr. Conf. Univ. Dr. Irimie Marga (coord.), Editura Andreiana, Sibiu, 2012. 
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6. The issue of convening the Ecumenical Synod was addressed in the following works: 

Ch. Costescu, Istoria sinoadelor locale înainte de Sinodul I Ecumenic din Niceea, București, 

1896; Liviu Stan, “Cu privire la un viitor Sinod ecumenic”, în Ortodoxia, anul IV (1952), nr. 3-4, 

p. 583-603; Ioan Coman, “Sinoadele ecumenice și importanța lor pentru viața Bisericii”, în 

Ortodoxia, anul XIV (1962), nr. 3, p. 291-325;  Liviu Stan, “Despre recepția de către Biserică a 

hotărârilor sinoadelor ecumenice”, în Studii Teologice, anul XVII (1965), nr. 7-8, p. 395-401; Ioan 

Coman, “Sinoadele ecumenice ca expresie a universalității Bisericii”, în Studii Teologice, anul 

XIX (1967), nr. 1-2, p. 3-22; Liviu Stan, “Problema unui viitor sinod ecumenic și poziția Bisericii 

ortodoxe față de el”, în Ortodoxia, anul XX (1968), nr. 7-8, p. 395-401; Liviu Stan, “Importanța 

vechilor sinoade ecumenice și problema unui viitor sinod ecumenic”, în Studii Teologice, anul 

XXIII (1971), nr. 3-4, p. 190-211; Virgiliu Vîlcu, “Convocarea Sinoadelor Ecumenice”, în 

Mitropolia Moldovei și Sucevei, anul LV (1979), nr. 7-8, p. 478-491; Peter L' Huillier, Dreptul 

bisericesc la Sinoadele Ecumenice I-IV, traducere de Alexandru I. Stan, Editura Gnosis, București, 

2000; Pr. Prof. Dr. Viorel Ioniță, Hotărârile întrunirilor panortodoxe din 1923 până în 2009, 

Editura Basilica, București, 2013. 

7. Problems regarding the reorganization of the Romanian Church were addressed by the 

following authors: : Iorgu Ivan, “Importanța principiilor fundamentale canonice de organizație și 

administrație pentru unitatea Bisericii”, în Mitropolia Moldovei și Sucevei, anul XLV (1969), nr. 

3-4, p. 155-165; Constantin Rus, “Importanța canoanelor Sinodului II ecumenic pentru 

organizarea și disciplina Bisericii”, în  Biserica Ortodoxă Română, anul CI (1983), nr. 3-4, p. 272-

285; Nicolae Dură, “Principiile canonice, fundamentale de organizare și funcționare a Bisericii 

Ortodoxe și reflectarea lor în legislația Bisericii Ortodoxe Române”, în Mărturie Ortodoxă, anul 

VI (1987), p. 127-144; Constantin Rus, “Principii de organizare și disciplină bisericească în 

canoanele Sinodului VII ecumenic de la Niceea din anul 787”, în Mitropolia Banatului, anul 

XXXVII (1987), nr. 2, p. 40-57; Constantin Rus, “Principii și dispoziții de organizare și disciplină 

bisericească în canoanele Sinodului al VII-lea Ecumenic”, în Teologia icoanei și provocările ei în 

lumea contemporană, Editată de Centrul de Studii Teologice-istorice și de prognoză pastoral-

misionară al Facultății de Teologie, Arad, 2008, p. 21-42; Constantin Rus, “Canonul 4 al 

Sinodului I Ecumenic și importaanța lui pentru organizarea Bisericii”, în Pr. Dr. Daniel Alic 

(coord.), Taină și Mărturisire, Simpozionul internațional Caransebeș, 13-14 mai 2013, Editura 

Episcopiei Caransebeșului și Editura Art Press, Caransebeș, Timișoara, 2014, p. 222-235; Ioan 
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Vasile Leb, Gabriel Viorel Gârdan, Marius Eppel, Emilian Iustinian Roman, Mircea Gheorghe 

Abrudan, Instituții ecleziastice ortodoxe. Izvoare legislative bisericești și laice (sec. XVIII-

XX),vol. I, Editura Doxologia, București, 2022; Ioan Vasile Leb, Gabriel Viorel Gârdan, Marius 

Eppel, Emilian Iustinian Roman, Mircea Gheorghe Abrudan, Instituții ecleziastice ortodoxe. 

Izvoare legislative bisericești și laice (sec. XVIII-XX),vol. II, Editura Doxologia, București, 2022. 

8. One of the most important themes, which were debated, refers to religious marriage, 

with a significant number of authors: R. Roșca, Divorțul în Biserica ortodoxă și cea romano-

catolică, Sibiu, 1896; Ionescu N., Cauzele de divorț în Biserica romano-catolică, București, 1926; 

Popescu Prahova N., Cauzele de divorț în Biserica romano-catolică, București, 1926; Petreuc G., 

Divorțul, dreptul și procedura, Cernăuți, 1939; Ioan Petruță, Rudenia spirituală, Editura 

Diecezana, Arad, 1941; G. I. Soare, “Impedimentele la căsătorie și motivele de divorț”, în Biserica 

Ortodoxă Română, anul XLI (1943), nr. 4-6, p. 230-264; Pr. Prof. Dr. Liviu Stan, “Căsătoriile 

mixte și ultimele măsuri luate de Vatican în privința lor”, în Studii Teologice, anul XX (1968), nr. 

7-8, p. 487-498; Marcel Ciucur, “Căsătoriile mixte, din nou la ordinea zilei”, în Mitropolia 

Banatului, anul XX (1970), nr. 7-9, p. 593-598; Marcel Ciucur, “Problema căsătoriile mixte în 

lumina documentelor oficiale și a propunerilor comisiilor interconfesionale din ultimul deceniu”, 

în Mitropolia Moldovei și Sucevei, anul LI (1975), nr. 7-9, p. 593-597; Prof. Iorgu Ivan, 

“Căsătoria – Sfânta Taină a Bisericii și instituție juridică” în Biserica Ortodoxă Română¸ anul CI 

(1983), nr. 9-10, p. 732-755; Nicolae Dură, “Impedimentele la căsătorie în lumina hotărârilor celei 

de a doua Conferințe Panortodoxe Presinodale”, în  Mitropolia Banatului, anul XXXIV (1984), nr. 

7-8, p. 404-416; Michel Legrain, Les divorces remaries, Centurion, Paris, 1987; Angeliki E. 

Laiou, “Marriage Prohibitions, Marriage Strategies and the Dowry in Thirteenth-Century”, în La 

Transmission du Patrimoine: Byzance et l’aire méditerranéenne, edited by Joelle Beaucamp and 

Gilbert Dagron, Paris: Boccard, 1988, p. 129-160; Ioan Floca, “Căsătoriile mixte în lumina 

învățăturii și practicii ortodoxe”, în Mitropolia Ardealului, anul XXXIII (1988), nr. 5, p. 30-36; 

Nicolae Dură, “Căsătoriile mixte în lumina învățăturii și practicii canonice ortodoxe”, în 

Ortodoxia, anul XL (1988), nr. 1, p. 94-100; Arhid. Prof. Dr. Ioan N. Floca, “Impedimente la 

căsătorie și cununie”, în Mitropolia Ardealului, XXXIV (1989), nr. 1, p. 30-36; Arhid. Prof. Dr. 

Ioan N. Floca, “Rudenia ca impediment la căsătorie și cununie”, în Studii Teologice, anul XLIV 

(1992), nr. 1-2, p. 17-32; Judith Evans Grubbs, Law and Family in Late Antiquity: The Emperor 

Constantine’s Marriage Legislation, New York: Oxford University Press, 1995; N. Grecu, 
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“Afinitatea – instituție a dreptului familiei”, în revista Dreptul, (1995), nr. 10-11, p. 79-82; Pr. Dr. 

Constantin Mihoc, Taina căsătoriei și familia creștină, Editura Teofania, Sibiu, 2002; John 

Meyendorf, Marriage. An Orthodox Perspective, Crestwood, New York, 2003; Ion T. Amuza, 

Căsătoria și divorțul în vechiul drept românesc, Editura Sylvi, București, 2003; Pr. Prof. Univ. 

Dr. Constantin Rus, “Căsătoriile mixte și tradiția canonică a Bisericii Ortodoxe”, în Teologia, anul 

VIII (2004), nr. 4, p. 115-142; Irimie Marga, “Introducere în dreptul matrimonial ortodox”, în 

Revista Teologică, anul XVI (2007), nr. 3, p. 162-175; Cătălina Mititelu, “Elemente de drept 

matrimonial în Pravilele românești tipărite din secolul al XVII-lea”, în Dionysiana, (2008), nr. 1, 

p. 412-419;  Iulian Mihail Constantinescu, Biserica și instituția căsătoriei. Condițiile administrării 

căsătoriei. Studiu juridico-canonic, Editura Aius, Craiova, 2008; Ioan Cozma, “Căsătoriile mixte 

în teoria și practica Bisericii Ortodoxe”, în Altarul Reîntregirii, anul XV (2010), nr. 2, p. 147-166; 

Iulian Mihail Constantinescu, De impedimentis matrimonii de la acrivia canonică la iconomia 

bisericească, Editura Universitaria, Craiova, 2011; Georgică Grigoriță, “Căsătoria potrivit 

dreptului canonic ortodox”, în Constantin Rus, Emilian-Iustinian Roman (coords.), The Christian 

family, Editura Universității “Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, Iași, 2013, p. 138-158; Ionuț Gabriel 

Corduneanu, “Raportul între căsătoria religioasă și cea civilă în România din perspectiva dreptului 

omului”, în Constantin Rus, Emilian-Iustinian Roman (coords.), The Christian family, Editura 

Universității “Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, Iași, 2013, p. 313-331; Pr. Prof. Univ. Dr. Constantin Rus, 

“Căsătoria după canoanele ratificate de Sinodul al II-lea Trulan”, în Constantin Rus, Emilian-

Iustinian Roman (coords.), The Christian family, Editura Universității “Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, 

Iași, 2013 p. 70-123; Constantin Rus, “Termenul digamoi (căsătoriți a doua oară) din canonul 8 al 

Sinodului I Ecumenic. Considerații canonice”, în Cosmin Panțuru (ed.), Tradiție și modernitate în 

mărturisirea credinței. 100 de ani de la sfințirea bisericii Sf. Ilie din Timișoara-Fabric, Sibiu, 

2013, p. 221-236; Nicolae Dură, Piotr Kroczek, Cătălina Mititelu, Marriage from the Roman 

Catholic and Orthodox poinrs of wiew, Editura Scriptum, Krakow, 2017; Cătălina Mititelu, 

“Reglementări ale Noului Cod civil român privind logodna”, în Revista Națională de Drept, 

(2018), nr. 7-9, p. 59-62. 

9. Another current topic researched by Father Valerian Șesan refers to the relations of the 

Romanian Orthodox Church with other Orthodox Churches and Christian denominations. This 

topic has also been treated by the following authors: Mitropolitul Firmilian, “Consfătuirile 

Cultelor”, în Ortodoxia, anul IV (1952), nr. 3-4, p. 331-337; P. F. Daniel Ciobotea, Patriarhul 
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României, “Înțelesurile conciliarității ortodoxe și participarea credincioșilor la ea astăzi”, în 

Ortodoxia, anul XL (1988), nr. 4, p. 113-135; I. Marga, În dragoste și adevăr. Dialogul teologic 

oficial ortodox-catolic, de la Rodos la Balamand, București, 2000; Constantin Rus, “Documentul 

de la Ravena și viitorul dialog între ortodocși și catolici. O abordare canonică”, în  Altarul 

Banatului, XXII (2011), nr. 11-12, p. 116-135. 

4. Purpose, limits and originality 

The present work has a double purpose, highlighting the historical and theological-

canonical aspect. The historical purpose is identified by presenting the historical context, in which 

father Valerian Șesan carried out his activity, as a priest and teacher. It is also through this aspect 

that his intellectual and spiritual evolution is highlighted, recalling his origin, his training in 

various prestigious institutions in Europe, as well as the way in which he campaigned for the 

integration of Greater Romania, having a significant role on the part of the Metropolitanate of 

Bucovina. 

The theological-canonical purpose is highlighted by the work of father Valerian Șesan, 

where the theological value of the canons is combined in a special symphony with the ecclesial 

life of the Christian, this being concretized by his studies of Canon Law, which have a special 

value in the branch Ecclesiastical law. 

In the composition of this work, I approached and treated the work of Professor Valerian 

Șesan from a canonical perspective, summarizing only the themes in the sphere of Church Law, 

which by the way has always been a continuous and perpetual preoccupation of the canonist from 

Chernivtsi. Also in this thesis I have mentioned some historical and cultural studies, which 

include: the desire for the union of Bucovina with the Motherland, and from a cultural perspective, 

father Valerian Șesan's sympathy for the Czech people, for which he established certain 

associations, delivered various speeches, etc. Those mentioned could be addressed and researched 

in the future, and then included in a subsequent paper. 

In this paper, I want to outline some directions, which Father Valerian Șesan addressed and 

which are really an integral part of the branch of Canon Law, and at the same time bring back to 

the attention of Romanian theologians, his canonical work, which contributed especially during 

the interwar to the development and systematization of Church Law. 
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5. Research methodology 

In order to compile this work, I tried to assume a complex and concise, not rigid 

methodology, in which I used several methods, starting with the historical method, which I 

applied especially in chapter I, analyzing the origin of the term canon, as well as in the second 

chapter, where I referred to the life and activity of father Valerian Șesan. Another method that I 

used in this work is the expository method, applied in chapter III. At the same time, I also used the 

comparative method, this can be found mainly in the IVth chapter, where I placed in parallel 

certain topics that the canonist Valerian Șesan researched, and which I also found in other 

canonists
42

. 

By applying these methods, I wanted to combine in a harmonious form, the canonical, 

ecclesiological, historical, as well as dogmatic aspect, for a simpler understanding of the thinking 

of the Bucovinian canonist. 

6. The structure and content of the paper 

The work entitled: The canonical work of Rev. Prof. Dr. Valerian Șesan. A critical 

assessment of his work and its importance for the systematization of Church Law is structured in 

five chapters, each of which is divided into several subchapters, preceded by an introduction and 

followed by conclusions, bibliography and appendices. 

So in the introduction I mentioned the reason for choosing the subject, then the object of 

the research, after which I mentioned in the research stage all the studies written on the basis of 

this theme, continuing with the purpose, limits and originality, then I mentioned the methods used 

in the elaboration of this work, and in the end introduction, I showed what were the difficulties I 

encountered during the research. 

I titled the first chapter: The Development of Romanian Canon Law in the 19th century, 

within it I made a historical foray, presenting the context in which Romanian Canon Law 

developed, as well as the main elements addressed in the first Law textbooks published. At the 

same time, we analyzed the terminology and meaning of the word canon, detailing the relationship 

between Church canons and State laws, as well as the relationship between Church canons and 

dogmas. An important aspect that I wanted to capture in this chapter refers to the semasiological 
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evolution of the term canon, which can be understood as a pastoral rule, priest's penance, list of 

Holy Scripture books, list of Church saints, Eucharistic prayer or poetic song of Christian worship. 

Analyzing in detail the etymology of the term canon, I found, based on specialized 

dictionaries, that it comes from the Greek term "κανών", deriving from the Hebrew word "qaneh", 

which has several meanings, such as: model, guide, norm, rule, straightener, righteous
43

, which 

over the centuries has been used in several senses.  

The canons are understood as pastoral rules of the Church, which were issued by the 

ecclesial authority with a view to the perfection of Christians, and received consensually by the 

whole Church. I could affirm that the assumption of the holy canons in the ecclesial life can be 

exhaustively covered by the notion of canonical theology, which presents a thaumaturgic 

character, not including punishments with a criminal aspect, but only penances or sanctions with a 

church foundation. From where it can be understood, the canon as penance that the priest 

establishes within the Holy Confession, which has the purpose of correcting the penitent, and at 

the same time it has a personal and private character. 

Concluding, this chapter, by addressing the subject of the nature of Orthodox canon law in 

the 19th century, recalling the most prominent canonists of that age, Saint Andrei Șaguna and 

Archimandrite Professor Constantin Clementie Popovici. 

The Şagunian hierarch submitted a pioneering work in order to develop and systematize 

Church Law in Transylvania and beyond. His thinking remained in the field of Canon Law, an 

example to follow. His exceptional works were accepted and accepted by the Romanian canonists. 

The quintessence of his thinking can be included in the desire to compile a manual of law, 

for the use of the priesthood, but also of the faithful to know fundamental issues in the sphere of 

Canon Law. Thus, Metropolitan Andrei Șaguna compiled a manual of canon law entitled 

Elementse drepului canonic, which was published in two editions, in 1854 and 1855. This manual 

was for the period of the 19th century a practical guide for understanding church life, especially 

because it was systematized and structured in a complex, concise and clear way. The content of 

the manual refers to general notions and themes, such as: about the Church, about the distribution 

of law, about the nature of law, etc. 
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A second very well-known manual is the Compendium of Canon Law, which saw the light 

of day for the first time in 1868, in which it divides canon law: internally, referring to the internal 

life of the Church, preum and externally, which concerns the relationship between the State and 

Church. Another aspect that he captures in this compendium is the definition of canon law. 

Father Constantin Clementie Popovici represented for the Faculty of Theology in 

Chernivtsi, the beginning of the development of theology and especially of Church Law. Studying 

in Vienna, with Joseph von Zhishman as his teacher, he addressed important topics of Law. 

In the two representative studies: The Fountains and Codes of Orthodox Church Law and 

The Character and Position of Church Law in the Body of Sciences, published in Candela 

magazine in 1885 and the second in 1890, the first presents important elements, such as: about the 

division Law: written and unwritten divine law, written and unwritten human law, then deals with 

the sources and sources of law. The second study presents Father Clementie Popovici's thinking 

regarding the relationship between church law, jurisprudence and theology, as well as the position 

of canon law among legal sciences. 

  I named the second chapter: Rev. Prof. Dr. Valerian Șesan – Biographical references, 

where I used the historical research method, presenting historical data about the personality, 

formation and activity of the canonist from Chernivtsi, giving information about his formation in 

Chernivtsi, Vienna, Prague, Athens, Jerusalem, Kiev, Saint Petersburg, as well as about priestly 

activity, fulfilling several missions, as dean, member of various higher church bodies, member of 

cultural associations, as well as a delegate of the Church Romanian Orthodox at certain 

congresses, as well as about didactic activity, being a professor at the Faculty of Theology in 

Cernăuți, then dean, and rector of the University of Cernăuți. 

In addition to fulfilling these functions, he was a devoted patriot, campaigning for the 

union of Bucovina with the motherland, being part of the committee that prepared this desire. 

At the same time, he steadfastly supported the issue of the establishment of the Romanian 

Patriarchate, supported the obtaining of the autocephaly of the Polish Orthodox Church and 

campaigned and fought for the autonomy of the Church, being a truthful apologist of the Orthodox 

Church and an irresistible fighter for the country and the nation. 

In the third chapter: The work of the canonist Valerian Șesan, I captured the entire work, 

among which I mention the Universal Law Course, published in 1942, by professor Milan Șesan, 

then the studies he published during the courses of doctorate, as well as during his teaching career 
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as a professor at the Faculty of Theology in Chernivtsi. Concluding this chapter, by presenting the 

articles, reviews, communications, as well as some occasional speeches that Father Professor Dr. 

Valerian Șesan presented in different contexts. 

In this sense, the canonist from Chernivtsi gave several speeches, with a major impact 

among the young students, as well as the people who listened to him. Some of these speeches were 

published, others unfortunately did not see the light of day. 

The fourth chapter, entitled: Analysis of the manual of Universal Church Law by the 

canonist Valerian Șesan and the definition of the collective bodies exercising church power, in 

which I approached and researched the directions of request presented in the manual of Church 

Law of the Bucovina professor, using the method comparative and expository, presenting the 

thinking that father Valerian Șesan, as a priest and teacher, assumed. 

I started this chapter by presenting a comparison between the problems of church law from 

the perspective of canonist Valerian Șesan found in his manual and problems of church law 

identified in the law manuals that appeared before him. 

First we talked about the thinking of Saint Andrei Șaguna, who is the first initiator of the 

compilation of a manual of church law in the Romanian space. He analyzed the most important 

institutions of society, the Church and the State, specifying the relationship between them. 

Another aspect captured in his research is about the term canon, as well as the types of canons, 

such as dogmatic, moral, liturgical canons, etc. Another novelty that appeared in the Law manual 

of the Transylvanian hierarch is the definition of law, as well as its division. It is worth noting the 

use of the hermeneutic method of interpreting scriptural texts. 

The second canonist is Father Professor Constantin Clementie Popovici, who I mention is 

tributary to the social vision of law, attempting a corroboration with the dogmatic, moral and 

liturgical, this being a novelty brought into the sphere of Church Law. It also deals with the 

relationship between the Church and the State, as well as with the canons of the Church. 

The professor of Church Law at the Faculty of Theology in Bucharest, Vasile Pocitan, in 

his textbook: Compendium of Church Law of the Orthodox Church, compared to the Latin, 

Protestant, etc. churches and with special references to the laws and regulations of the 

autocephalous Romanian Orthodox Church , a major influence of Professor Clementie Popovici's 

thinking is very clearly observed. It addresses the definition of Church Law, as well as its 

grouping. He divides law in the same way as Professor Clementie, by object, subject, and 
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legislative authority. What is noteworthy in the writings of this canonist, the fact that law in 

general divides it into secular law, which refers to the ephemeral and earthly happiness and joy of 

man, and canon law, which refers to transcendent and eternal happiness. 

Professor and historian Constantin Erbiceanu, in his brief work, addresses a wide range of 

legal topics such as: the difference between canon law and church law, the position of law in the 

sphere of law in general, then the division of law into divine law and human law. Like his 

predecessors, in defining the Church, he starts from the idea that the Church is a human society, 

with spiritual goals, and which needs its own regulation and legislation. It also addresses the 

subject of canons, which it divides into dogmatic, moral and mixed, as well as the relationship 

between Church and State. 

In the work of Professor Dimitrie Boroianu, elements from the thinking of his predecessors 

can be found, especially from the thinking of Professor Constantin Clementie Popovici. An 

important aspect that it debates is the question of the nature of law, as well as of canons. 

Father Valerian Șesan, in his Universal Church Law course, but also in the multitude of 

published studies, presents new canonical perspectives, starting with the definition of law starting 

from the social idea of law, he talks about natural law, subjective law, objective law divided into 

law positive and customary law. At the same time, in his law manual, he makes a clear distinction 

between ecclesiastical and moral law, the former having in mind the social life of Church 

members, the latter regulating the external manifestations of human persons, while morality 

establishes and regulates the inner part of man. At the same time, the canonist from Chernivtsi 

establishes in an even clearer form the difference between the two disciplines. As a matter of fact, 

morality considers the relationship between man and God, while law is the relationship between 

people, like another aspect, which refers to the origin of the two, moral norms have an 

unchangeable character, having divine origins, and the norms of objective law are changeable . 

Another very important principle assumed and proposed by Father Valerin Șesan in his 

entire work refers to the idea of a perfect social organism. It also specifies the difference between 

canon law and church law, the first including the canonical tradition, having as its foundation the 

holy canons, and the second, the state legislation assumed and received by the entire Church. 

Regarding the division of law, he is tributary to his teacher, Constantin Clementie 

Popovici, adding some new principles, as follows: The law divides it: 1. According to the source 

or body of legislation, first the written positive divine law and the unwritten divine law and the 
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human ecclesiastical law; 2. According to the circle of competence of the principles, it can be 

universal ecclesiastical law, and particular ecclesiastical law; 3. According to the external 

structure of the principles, which can be written church law and unwritten church law; 4. 

According to rites and confessions; 5. Ecclesiastical law has the character of public, not private; 5. 

According to the system, which is based on the fundamental canonical norms. 

I called the fifth chapter: Problems of church organization and administration in the work 

of the canonist Valerian Șesan is the last chapter, being the most complex, because I approached 

his entire canonical thinking, presenting the relationship between the State and the Church, about 

autonomy and autocephaly, about the right of devolution, the review of canons and other church 

norms, about church marriage, the convening of the Ecumenical Synod, the reorganization of the 

Orthodox Church, the relationship between the Romanian Orthodox Church and sister Orthodox 

Churches and Christian denominations, concluding with the canonist Valerian Șesan as ecumenist, 

where I presented some new directions and aspects that this Romanian professor opened in the 

field of Church Law. 

7. Difficulties encountered 

During the research of this topic, there were also certain difficulties, especially what it 

means to recover the work of father Valerian Șesan, published in Candela magazine. In order to 

solve this problem, I researched the Library of the Holy Synod and the Library of the Romanian 

Academy, where I managed to find most of the published works, as well as the Universal Law 

Course, which was printed in 1942. 

Unfortunately, a major problem was the one concerning documents regarding the life of 

Father Professor Valerian Șesan, because the house in Chernivtsi where he lived was burned 

down, as well as some very important documents (courses in comparative Roman law, studies , 

etc), and transformed into a commissariat (I received this information from the nephew of father 

Valerian Șesan, professor Dragoș Șesan). At the same time, due to the social problems between 

the Russian and Ukrainian people, I no longer had the opportunity to travel to Chernivtsi to try to 

find certain information in the archive of the University of Chernivtsi. Studying the archives in 

Vienna was also a problem, since the procedures are quite unfavorable, trying to find some 

information, I talked to a lawyer in Vienna, who did not manage to get any information, about 

Father Valerian Şesan . 

 



26 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

The documents found in the Library of the Holy Synod, in the Library of the Romanian 

Academy, as well as testimonies of Mr. Dragoș Șesan (nephew of father Valerian Șesan), all 

present the life, personality and complexity of the canonical-theological thinking of the professor 

from Bucovina. 

In the present paper I wanted to outline and highlight the importance of the thinking of 

Father Professor Valerian Șesan, and to trace some directions that contributed to the 

systematization and development of Romanian Church Law from the interwar period, especially 

knowing the fact that towards the end of the 19th century lea, at the beginning of the 20th century 

there were few law textbooks, let's remember Saint Andrei Șaguna and the erudite professor from 

Chernivtsi, Archimandrite Constantin Clementie Popovici. 

Placing his activity in the historical context is very important, taking into account the fact 

that in those times (the pre-war period), there was no very obvious development of church law. 

In the doctoral thesis entitled: The canonical work of Rev. Prof. Dr. Valerian Șesan. A 

critical evaluation of his work and its importance for the systematization of Church Law, we 

analyzed the fundamental themes in the scope of this discipline, which the Bucovinian canonist 

approached and researched. 

 At the Faculty of Theology within the University of Chernivtsi, before him Father 

Professor Constantin Clementie Popovici worked as a professor at the Law Department, being the 

first to systematize the discipline of Church Law in a special form. He was the disciple of the 

canonist Clementie Popovici, from whom he assimilated a lot of information about the importance 

of church law and who continued his research and deepening in this branch. 

Following the research and analysis of the Universal Law Course, studies and articles of 

father Valerian Șesan, some conclusions can be drawn regarding his life, didactic and sacerdotal 

activity, as well as his theological-canonical thinking. 

In the first chapter, I highlighted the development of Church Law in the 19th century and 

the beginning of the 20th century, presenting the first law textbooks, which belong to Saint Andrei 

Șaguna, as well as the two complex studies of father Constantin Clementie Popovici. At the same 

time, I made a foray into the semasiological evolution of the term "canon", specifying its valences. 
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In the second chapter, I presented the historical context of Father Valerian Șesan's training, 

recalling the prestigious institutions in Europe where he developed from an intellectual 

perspective. To the same extent, I penciled the most important aspects of his publishing, 

sacramental and professional activity, concluding by mentioning all the distinctions he received. 

The content of the third chapter consists of the chronological presentation of all published 

studies and those that did not see the light of day, because they were destroyed during the 

Bolshevik invasion. 

In the fourth chapter I prepared a presentation of the Universal Law Course, published in 

1942 by father Milan Șesan. It is worth noting the way in which Father Valerian Șesan managed to 

systematize it, structuring it into four chapters and an introduction. The new element included in 

this course is the general bibliography, presented at the beginning of each chapter. I also presented 

the legal issues proposed and assumed by father Valerian Șesan, placing them in comparison with 

those presented in the law manuals of the Romanian canonists before him, being able to state that 

the most important themes addressed by them are: the definition and division of Law canonical, 

the nature of the canons, the definition of the Church, the relationship between the State and the 

Church, etc. I ended this chapter by mentioning and defining the collective bodies exercising 

ecclesiastical power from the perspective of Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan. 

The fifth chapter is the most complex, because I highlighted and included its entire 

canonical thinking, presenting the themes assumed and addressed, such as: the relationship 

between the State and the Church, specifying three important directions that must be assumed by 

the two institutions: cooperation, collaboration and mutual respect. In the same way I detailed the 

important aspects regarding autonomy and autocephaly, showing the difference between the two, 

the first term being understood as partial self-government, and the second independent self-

government. 

The right of devolution is a subject less addressed by Romanian canonists. From the 

perspective of father Valerian Șesan, this is an essential problem for the good organization of the 

Church, based on the hierarchical principle. Thus, according to canon 11 of the VII Ecumenical 

Synod, the metropolitan or the patriarch can intervene in a diocese, without destroying its 

autonomy. 

In contemporaneity, there are certain very important issues that concern the issue of canon 

revision. In this sense, there are certain conditions in which the canons can be revised, depending 
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on their content, as mentioned by the Bucovinian canonist. Revising the canons from my point of 

view would be a necessity, because by making a short foray into them it can be seen that some of 

them can no longer be applied, so they no longer find their veracity, but I believe that through a 

research and deepening on the part of those competent and specialized in the field of ecclesiastical 

law, and of course inspired by the Holy Spirit, a solution can be found that will be useful for the 

sacramental-spiritual life of Christians. 

To the same extent, by finding some methods of adapting the canons, some means can be 

found by which to find ways of relating to the Christian denominations, of course affirming faith 

in the Savior Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Logos, and at the same time creating the true experience 

of the teaching of God in the Orthodox Church. 

Convening an Ecumenical Synod presents a great difficulty considering the current issues. 

By convening a synod, the importance of autocephaly and autonomy can be established for the 

good organization of administrative-ecclesiastical life. Autonomy and autocephaly can create new 

directions to reach a uniformity of everything that means the Orthodox Church. 

At the same time, in this chapter we addressed the topics: the reorganization of the Church 

in Romania and the election and constitution of representative and executive bodies, presenting 

the legislative framework proposed by Father Valerian Șesan. 

One of the most important themes researched in this chapter refers to religious marriage, 

where I have highlighted the conditions for performing the Sacrament of Marriage, as well as the 

impediments to this Sacrament, as well as to the Engagement. At the same time, I also presented 

the issue of divorce, being a topical issue. 

I ended this chapter, presenting the position of the Orthodox Church regarding relations 

with sister Orthodox Churches and Christian denominations, mentioning the aspect of harmony, as 

well as mutual respect. A final subchapter is the one that presents the position of father Valerian 

Șesan towards ecumenism. This one showing openness to this principle, but always proving to be 

a truthful apologist of the Orthodox Church. 

The novelty brought to the sphere of ecclesiastical law, through the composition of this 

work, is structured in several directions, which until now have only been analyzed tangentially, 

either by remembering the work and thinking of this canonist, or only by citing some works which 

belong to it. In this way, I tried to research and develop the proposed theme in its depth, 

concluding with the following aspects: 
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1. The field of Church Law includes a number of canonists, who through their works 

contributed to its development. Among them, some are very well-known, and others have not been 

discovered, among which is Father Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan. In this way, I wanted to 

highlight his personality, as well as the activity carried out in the academic environment, as well 

as from a sacramental perspective. 

2. A second element of novelty is his entire work, which has not been known until now in 

the sphere of canon law, and through this work we have brought to the attention of theology 

professors in this field, as well as theological students, the relevance and the importance of this 

canonist for the entire canonical work of the Church. 

3. In order to analyze and treat the subjects, the canonist Valerian Șesan indicates 

numerous foreign authors, both from the East and especially from the West, which brings great 

value in order to argue the debated themes. Likewise, numerous scriptural, dogmatic and 

canonical foundations can be found in the chapters of the law textbook. 

4. To Father Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan, he proposes new research topics that have not 

been addressed, such as: the problem of the right of devolution, the problem of convening the 

Ecumenical Synod, as well as the problem of revising canons and other norms. 

5. Father Valerian Șesan, through his contribution to the development of church law, 

systematizes the content of the law in a special form, placing it on themes and chapters that have a 

special cursiveness and coherence. Here I am referring, first, to the Universal Law Course, but 

also to the very complex studies made up by it. 

7. The studies that the father published in Candela magazine are of particular importance 

for the organization and functioning of the Church, but especially for the organization of the 

Christian's spiritual life. In this sense, the most important study, from my point of view, is the 

Review of Canons and other church norms, as well as their codification. At the same time, a 

problem of contemporaneity is the necessity of convening a synod, in which to decree universal 

decisions, which the whole Church must assume. 

8. It clearly and concisely defines each term with church specificity, which for that period 

was a new thing: example: the Church being an institution of divine origin, it is the totality of 

people who believe in Christ, are baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity or the explanation in 

detail of the Mystery of Marriage. 
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9. It opens new perspectives for the relationship with the State, with sister Orthodox 

Churches and with Christian denominations. 

10. In the course of his studies, the canonist from Chernivtsi juxtaposes the teachings of 

the Orthodox faith with the Roman Catholic and Protestant ones, presenting the inter-

denominational differences and at the same time, offers the possibility of understanding the 

approach to the subjects from the branch of Church Law, from an Orthodox perspective. 

11. In a general sense, Father Professor Dr. Valerian Șesan combined the study of Church 

Law issues with the issue of national unity, especially the changes that occurred in 1918, both 

from a jurisdictional-ecclesiastical and territorial point of view- state, which led to the 

reorganization of the Church in Romania, and the creation of an organizational Regulation or 

Statute for the entire Orthodox Church in our country. 

The canonist from Chernivtsi is an emblematic figure for Romanian theology in general 

and for Church Law in particular, and will forever remain one of the illustrious faces and great 

personalities, who in difficult times and in trying periods managed to keep the flame of Orthodoxy 

unextinguished. 

Through his entire work, he created new directions for research and deepening Church 

Law, showing openness towards other religions, participating in inter-denominational conferences, 

but always as an ecumenist, he defended the teachings of the Orthodox faith, and although he 

studied in predominantly Catholic countries, even using in the composition of his studies the 

works of many Western canonists, he managed to preserve the teaching of the right faith. 

Each of his studies conclude through unity, collaboration, obedience to the higher organs, 

placing them in the experience of spiritual life, not only from an administrative or sacramental 

perspective, but combining the two in a synergistic act. 

The themes addressed by the Romanian canonist are very vast, but each of them is 

presented in a masterful way. I believe that the most important idea presented by him refers to the 

phrase: The Church is the perfect social organism. Starting from this statement, it deals with all 

other topics, such as: the central organs of exercising church power, then problems of church 

organization and administration (the relationship between the State and the Church, church 

autonomy and autocephaly, about the right of devolution, about the convening of the Ecumenical 

Synod ,etc). 
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It is worth noting the way in which he researches these themes, and then the way they are 

integrated into the church life of the Eucharistic community. 
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