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Metropolitan Ilarion noted in his article Orthodoxy in Nineteenth-Century Russian
Culture! that "nineteenth-century Russian literature" is rightly considered one of the highest

peaks of world literature."?

This statement is based on the development of literature through religious research by
Russian writers of the time. The 19th century period was called the Silver Age, and the factors
that contributed to the development of this period are due to the following achievements: firstly,

the politicization or "connection of literature with political tendencies", secondly, the
"consolidation of national literature" - through the wide range of writers of that period. The
third reason was the development of the essay genre (its clearer definition, because it was not
defined and developed until the 19th century). The fourth reason is "the fusion and mixing of
genres, variety of shapes and styles." The fifth aspect relates to that denial of classical literary
traditions and the implantation of freedom of expression and ample thought, and finally, the
sixth reason that consolidated this period of silver was the framing of philosophical and
theological ideas in literature. Russian, through works that include the church creed, Christian

principles and biblical metaphors, without which they cannot tend to a high and at the same

time profound level.?

Literature played an important role in the life of the Russians. From antiquity, the
Russians were men of literature and the word, and the nineteenth century brings to the attention
the richness and depth of literature and theological thought among the Russians. Classical
Russian literature of the nineteenth century is, in other words, the key to Russian civilization,
from which can be found the following aspects: the way in which the baptism of Russia took
place; how the history of this people developed, who its heroes and enemies were, and how
orthodox thought and faith and the identity of the Russian people developed. Pushkin, Gogol,
Leskov, Dostoevsky, Lermontov, and others were the ones who, through their works, brought

the Russian man to an understanding of his identity, to the "embodiment of Christian ideals,"

! Alexandru Cocetov, ,,Arhetipul Pastelui in opera lui Nicolae Gogol”, Meridian Critic, No 1, Volume 36, 2021,
pp- 185-192.

2 Murpomnonut Wnapuon (Andees), /Ipasocaasue 6 pycckoii kyasmype XIX eex (Mitropolitul Hilarion (Alfeyev),
Ortodoxia in cultura rusd, secolul XIX), http://kurskonb.ru/our-booke/slovo/doc/065.html (accesat la data de
04.01.2021).

3 Huna Anexceesna Konomnésa, Ceeriana CepreeBHa AHTHUIIOBA, ,,MeTadopa B IUTEPATypPHBIX TEKCTAX PyCCKUX
1mo3ToB KoHIa XIX - Hauana XX Beka Kak pernpe3eHTanus COLMOKYJIbTYPHBIX KOIOB KapTHHBI Mupa”, In Vuensie
sanucku 3abatikanbckoeo eocyoapemeentnozo yHugepcumema, Tom 11, No 3, 2016 (Nina Alekseevna Konopleva,
Svetlana Sergeevna Antipova, ,,Metafora in textele literare ale poetilor rusi de la sfarsitul secolului XIX - inceputul
secolului XX ca reprezentare a codurilor socioculturale ale imaginii lumii”, in Note stiintifice ale Universitatii de
Stat Trans-Baikal, volumul 11, nr. 3, 2016), pp. 75-76.



to an understanding of biblical metaphors, the image of Christ, and "Lastly, the covenants of
the Gospel," and last but not least, the heroes of nineteenth-century literary works encourage
today's believer to manifest those Christian qualities such as "love, humility, courage, faith,
etc." Archimandrite Simeon declares that "if we want to survive as a people, to keep our
Orthodox civilization, to remain faithful to the truth of the gospel, then our main assistant in

this work has been, is and will be, the great Russian literature."*

It is useful for a believer to have a broad cultural perspective, and for this he also needs
the knowledge of literature, which provides education, develops intelligence and deep thinking,
and this can not be done without framing in the context of world history, especially the of
nineteenth-century literature, in which the classics sought the face of God, sought the growth
of faith and the confession of biblical values through literature. Obviously, this list can go on,
but the writer on whom this study will be conducted is Nicolae Gogol. Nicolae Gogol differs
from the rest of the Russian writers and is even considered above all others by the fact that, first
of all, Gogol, not being a native of the Russian people, proved to be one of them, as Vladimir
Voropaev remarked, "by his tastes and his mentality. > The second reason that distinguishes
Gogol from his contemporaries is that he finds his own style in his writings (stories, plays, and
satirical works), which abound in the truths of life. Also, Gogol does not create anything
mystical but renders things as they really are (adding elements of the life of the Russian people)

and in addition, introduces biblical concepts to bring people closer to God.

Through his literary work and his way of life, Nikolai Vasilyevich Gogol remained in
Russian literature as the only Orthodox author who “not only through the power of talent but
also through his way of life, testified to the essential role of the word of the Gospel and the
Holy Church.” He was regarded as "a deeply religious person who was well acquainted with

patristic literature and liturgical books," and because of the "spiritual crisis of his day," when
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people were moving further and further away from God and His Word, Gogol. as an orthodox
spiritual author and thinker”, he created literary works through which every reader (Ukrainian
or Russian) can know Christ, understand the way of salvation and draw closer to God.
Moreover, thanks to his talent, the Russian classic "combined the greatness of the Church
Slavonic language and the beauty of Russian dialects," as well as "the lyricism of Orthodox
prayer and the poetics of Russian little songs," so that the treasure of Orthodox spirituality could
be accessed by any inhabitant of the land. Russian, and the result of the work of the great classic
was unmatched, so that, "the work of this writer has become compulsory in the school and
university curriculum in Russia and Ukraine. Gogol's work also "serves as a guarantee of the
spiritual and cultural unity" of the Russian people, and more.’ As Metropolitan Ilarion remarks,
Gogol's name (including Dostoevsky, Leskov, Chekhov, etc.) is "written in golden letters not
only in the history of world literature, but also in the history of the Orthodox Church," and one
of his motives to say this is that if many of the intellectuals of that time "left the Orthodox
Church" and biblical thinking, it was Gogol who tried to turn the Russian people to God.” Thus,
the framing of biblical metaphors in Gogol's work aims to apply biblical principles and
teachings to daily life. Gogol, framing the qualities of Lion and the Lamb, wants to show the
beauty of Christ in and through the life of the characters he gave life to in the pages of his

writings.
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The purpose of studying the biblical metaphors of Lamb/Lion in the literature of
Nicolae Gogol. Gogol is considered the national writer of all Russians. He is also considered
"the founder of a new literary movement that has opened up horizons of unprecedented
realism."® In this sense, the purpose of this research is to analyze the two biblical metaphors,
namely Leo and Lamb (the names with which Christ is called). Although at first glance it may
seem a strictly biblical subject, which is found in the books of Exodus, Psalms, the Gospel of
John, Revelation, and other books of the Bible, these metaphors are also found in nineteenth-
century Russian literature. Although not found directly in some literary works (including
Gogol's work), the reader who is familiar with biblical texts may discover the author's intention
(poet, prose writer, or playwright) to include one of these metaphors in his literary work by
through his characters or narration (for example: Krylov uses these metaphors in the characters

in fables, Dostoevsky uses them in novels and Pushkin in poetry).

The present thesis aims to analyze the multilateral nature of Gogol's work. The biblical,
theological and historical richness he uses in creating national and international literary works
sets him apart from his contemporaries. He includes biblical truths in his daily activities, giving
realism to his writings, taking care to expose the concepts found in the Bible, and embellishing

his characters with (for all time) characteristics.

The present research aims to argue that Gogol's work brings to the reader's attention the
scriptural principles and teachings, which are transposed and introduced both in the time and
space of his writings through the characters and the narrative, and in the author's
correspondence. We will also consider the purpose for which Gogol introduced into his works
the biblical concept of the metaphors of Leo and Lamb, which show both the humility, humility,

and sacrifice of Christ, and His reign, glory, and authority. earth.

In her article, “The Concepts of Revenge and Salvation of the Soul in the Early Works
of N. V. Gogol,” researcher Tatiana Naletova explained that Christian themes in N. V. Gogol's
work “embody the most important concepts of salvation. to the soul “through faith in the

sacrifice of the Lamb of God and through obedience to the lion of Judah, Jesus, the Lord of
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lords, and the King of kings.? And regarding the "Christian metaphors of the early works of N.

V. Gogol," Naletova said that they represent the whole spiritual and moral area of mankind.!”

In this regard, this paper includes the study of the metaphor of "Jesus Christ as the Lamb
and the Lion" in the holistic text of the Bible, as can be found in the Russian literary works of

the four nineteenth-century writers.

Specific description. The specific description of the biblical metaphors Lion and Lamb
can be found in nineteenth-century Russian literature and art. For example, Jesus, according to
D. Mereskovskii's concept in his book Jesus the Unknown, is found in another form, that of
"leader of the people," in A. Blok's Twelve. At other times, Jesus Christ appears "primarily
human, deliberately provincial," revealing God to men through the daily realities of life,
according to B. Pasternak. In this regard, Alexei Davidov, in his article The Problem of
Mediation in European Culture: The West and Russia, brings to the attention of the Russian
reader the importance of understanding and recognizing Christ as God-man, in order to "protect,

save, justify, and deliver from sin."!! All these truths can be discovered in Gogol's work.

Russian writers, regardless of the depth of their faith or beliefs, have treated the Bible
and the Gospel as an inexhaustible source of inspiration since ancient times, borrowing images,
subjects, characters, and ideas from the holy book to create profound works of art. , value and

impact (national and international).'?

Nineteenth-century Russian literature has had such an impact that today's researchers
(mostly from the pro-Russian space) are increasingly concerned about the impact of the "Bible

on the work of Russian writers." Thus, the international conference The Text of the Gospel in
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Russian Literature in the Eighteenth and Twentieth Centuries: "Quote, Reminiscence, Motive,
Subject, Genre" has gained momentum. All the materials presented at this conference, which is
unique in Russia, appear in a scientific publication called Problems of Historical Poetics.!* One

of the names in this research is that of Nicolae Gogol.
METHODOLOGY

THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE XVIII-XIX CENTURY. Researcher Ecaterina Ivanovna Golubeva
argues that "in ancient Russia, the Bible was the standard for many ancient Russian genres,"
and added that "during the formation of secular literature, it (the Bible) became a source of
inspiration" for the creation of the most important and deeper works that contain the two

essential images: the Lion and the Lamb.!*

Before moving on, it is important to note that the two centuries, the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, have some differences, but also some strengths. For example, in the
eighteenth century, writers emphasized the book of Psalms. This can be clearly seen by finding
the verses of the book of Psalms in the poems of Russian writers of the time. This century was
also marked by the creation of the new Russian literature, the writers of that time finding
inspiration largely from the book of Psalms and much less from other books of the Old
Testament or the Gospel, and the biblical images transfigured in the literary works of that time.
can be found directly in the writings of M. V. Lomonosov, A. P. Sumarokov, the poems of V.

A. Trediakovsky, etc.

As for the nineteenth century, things are a little different, because the "biblical text in
the literary works of Russian writers" at that time "has undergone significant changes: both the

functions of the biblical text and how to include it in a work the literature is changing. ”
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Catherine Golubeva argues that nineteenth-century writers no longer used the biblical text

directly, but only its idea.!®

Thus, the works of classical Russian writers of the nineteenth century bring to the
attention of readers the biblical truths, the teachings of the Lord Jesus, the scriptural metaphors,

but presenting them in an indirect form.

The purpose and implication of biblical concepts in Russian culture and literature. The
purpose and implication of biblical concepts in Russian culture and literature were widespread
in nineteenth-century writings and works by P. E. Spivakovsky, S. V. Sheshunova, A.V.
Urmanov, Tolstoy, Pushkin, Turgenev, Nobakov, Lermontov, Chekhov, etc., but the versatility
of approaches and the variety of views of the biblical metaphors Leo and Lamb were exploited

and presented most 19th century: Krilov, Gogol, Dostoevsky and Sologub.

Researcher Irina Karatanova reports that "religion has given mankind the foundation of
morality and legal relations," religion has also "formed moral aesthetic ideals and has been a
source of creative inspiration," and "the best creations in Russian literature, poetry, painting ,
architecture, sculpture, music are dedicated to the subjects of the Old and New Testaments.” In
the same vein, the author notes that "Russian writers have looked at the life events, characters,
and aspirations of the people, illuminating them with the light of the truth of the Gospel." At
the same time, "the spirituality of Russian literature made it unique, and the Russian classics,"
such as Krylov, Gogol, Dostoevsky, and Sologub (who were in love with Scripture) enriched
nineteenth-century Russian literature with the most prolific truths. such as goodness, mercy,
human service, salvation, and so on. Irina Karatanova's conclusion about nineteenth-century
literature is that "the Church is called to man's personal salvation, but literature pushes" the

reader to "seek the truth and the faith."1¢

The object of the research. The object of the research is the basic texts of the classic Nicolae
Gogol, such as: his novels, his correspondence and the advice (for family, students, colleagues

and readers) that he wrote and published. The list of main sources includes manuscripts not
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published by the author, which, however, saw the light of day through Russian researchers in

the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

Methotology. Regarding the methodology of this paper, we used, first of all, the method of
historical research which brings to the reader's attention the works of the Russian classic and
the evolution of their development, as well as Gogol's specific teachings on the image of Christ,
presented in his work. The descriptive method was also used, which highlights the teaching of
the Christological metaphor Leo and Lamb from the perspective of Nicolae Gogol. For this, the
primary source is his writings (novels, short stories, plays), unaltered by translations, as
published in the original languages (Russian and Ukrainian). Gogol's correspondence, which
was published in part during his lifetime and in full after his death, will also be used as the main
source. Obviously, research will be restricted to writings that focus on the direct or indirect

inclusion of the theological metaphors of Lion and Lamb.

The study of Gogol's work is relevant for several reasons. First of all, there is currently
no professor or researcher who has studied or published a doctoral thesis or book that addresses
the study of the Christological metaphor of Lion and the Lamb, based on the work of Nicolae
Gogol. Second, the entire opera (novels, short stories, plays, and correspondence) of the
Russian classic processes the biblical teaching of these two metaphors (though in most cases in
an indirect form). Third, compared to his contemporaries, or to those of the nineteenth century,
Gogol remains the only writer who has abundantly introduced biblical teachings into his
writings, countless literary figures who have direct and indirect associations with biblical
characters, and Last but not least, he introduced into his work the scriptural doctrine of the
salvation and atonement of man through the Lamb of God and the reign of Christ, through the
biblical metaphor of Lion. Their purpose is to draw near to God through His Son, Jesus Christ.
In addition to the primary sources used in this research, sources on which the entire cursive
flow of this paper is based, secondary sources were also consulted, which deal with the subject
of the biblical metaphors Lion and Lamb. Due to a large number of secondary sources, the
analytical methodology was used in this paper, which includes a brief description of the specific

research direction of the authors listed below and also the direction addressed in this paper.

The content. Regarding the content of this research, it can be said that it is divided into
three large sections, preceded by a short historical framework (Chapter 1), which deals in
particular with the historical context of Gogol's life and the introduction of the biblical
metaphors Lion and Lamb in classical literature 19th century Russian. At the end of each

chapter there are similarities and differences, which analyze Gogol's contribution to the framing



of these metaphors, but also the contribution of other writers of the nineteenth century, such as

Dostoevsky (novelist), Krilov (fable writer) and Sologub (poet).

The first chapter of the work brings to the fore Gogol and his spiritual journey. The first
part of the chapter highlights the life of Nicolae Gogol, and the second part of the first chapter
emphasizes his theology, namely his relation to Holy Scripture, his spiritual life, his literary
activity and the inclusion of biblical teachings in his writings. (either literary works or

correspondence).

The second chapter deals with the Metaphor of the Lamb in Russian culture and
literature. The first part of the chapter explains the appearance of this metaphor in Russian
culture and literature, the development of Easter and its importance in the life of the Russians.
The second part of the chapter focuses on the biblical metaphor of the Lamb in Gogol's work.
The end of the chapter reviews some similar elements and some differences of the Lamb's

metaphor from the works of other writers, such as Dostoevsky, Krilov and Sologub.

Chapter Three brings to the fore the study of Lion's Metaphor in Russian culture and
literature. This chapter focuses on the image of Lion in Gogol's work, but also in Russian
culture, in which the symbol of Lion was spread in several spheres, such as: the traditional
decoration, the symbol of power or even the major element of national art. Gogol presents this
biblical concept of Leo's metaphor as a symbol of the reign of Jesus Christ or, as he puts it: the
supreme judge. Also, for the writer, these two metaphors (Lion and Lamb) are of crucial
importance in the salvation and living of man on this earth, in which first of all the need of the
Lamb for atonement and salvation is recognized; and the metaphor of Lion presupposes a living

under the authority of this Judge and Lord.

At the end of each chapter, under the heading of similarities and differences, there is a
small comparative study in which we study in general other works of the Russian classics of
the nineteenth century, especially Dostoevsky, Krilov and Sologub, in whose writings are found
full of biblical metaphors Lion and Lamb. The study is done in order to present the link between
their works (including the two metaphors) and, at the same time, the uniqueness of the two

biblical metaphors in Gogol's writings.

These three writers were included for a number of reasons: the first reason was their
concern for the study of Scripture and the inclusion of Bible teachings in their literary works.
The second reason is the explanation that these writers give regarding the metaphor of Leo and
the Lamb (more precisely of the paschal archetype). The third reason is represented by the
diversity of their literary activity: of the novelist Dostoevsky, of the fable writer Krylov and of

10



the poet Sologub - Gogol being a prose writer and playwright; but no matter what literary field
these classical writers dealt with, the metaphor of Lion and Lamb was present in their works.
These four writers are the most important Russian authors of the golden age, they represent that
inseparable chain of Russian literature, !” between which Gogol is the strong voice of
Christianity and the writer from whom the literature of the whole century began to emerge.'®
The nineteenth century also saw the birth of a large number of talented Russian prose writers
and poets, which cannot be compared with any other period of Russian literature (due to its
depth, the introduction of biblical values into literature, and its concern for Scripture). and for

its explanation through literary works).

The work concludes with an extensive bibliography of Nicolae Gogol's works: plays,
prose, novels, letters, these being the main sources of research. This list also includes secondary
sources, including books, monographs, and study manuals on Gogol's work in which the two
biblical metaphors are presented, as well as the spiritual life he practiced. A fairly large number
of these sources are the list of scientific articles, which have been published in various academic
and university journals within the Universities of the Russian Federation. The end of the
bibliography also includes simple articles (which are not part of scientific journals or journals,
but help to theologically understand Gogol's writings), Internet sources, and interviews or e-

mails from researchers of Gogol's work today.

In conclusion, this paper explores the boundaries between those spiritual and secular
spheres of nineteenth-century Russian literature and culture, especially the work of Nicolae
Gogol. The study of the biblical metaphors Lion and Lamb motivates readers to think deeply,
to search the heart, and to change their mind. In other words, the topicality of the study of these
two metaphors - Lion and Lamb - in the form given in this paper (beginning with the concept
of Easter, then with the study of the metaphor of the Lamb and continuing with the metaphor

of Lion), can lead to a correct and clear understanding. regarding the literature of Nicolae

7B, B. Karaes, ,,3matas mems: Yexos u [lymkun”, Yexos naroc...., Litres, 2013 (V. B. Kataev, din capitolul
,Lantul de aur: Cehov si Gogol”, din cartea Cehov plus ..., Editura Litri, 2013), pp. 5-10.

18 Annna Bonpoga, Taresina Tpodumona, Kupuur IN'onoBactukos (Mmmoctpatop Const YTkuna), ,,.Best pycekas
mureparypa XIX Beka B 230 kaproukax” (Ot mnyOnukammn «CnoBa o monky HMropese» o mocieaHero
pomana Tonctoro) (Pentru o privire de ansamblu a tabloului literaturii ruse din secolul XIX, vezi articolul
autorilor: Alina Bodrova, Tatyana Trofimova, Kirill Golovastikov (Ilustrator Sonya Utkina), ,,Toata literatura rusa
a secolului al XIX-lea in 230 de imagini” (De la publicarea ,,Campaniei lui Igor” pana la ultimul roman de Tolstoi)
publicat pe 7 august 2017 in Arzamas), https://arzamas.academy/mag/448-literature (accesat la data de
06.01.2021).
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Gogol, but also of the three Russian writers of the 19th century (Dostoevsky, Krilov and
Sologub).

This research focuses on the biblical image of Lion and the Lamb in Gogol's work, as
well as a small comparative study of Gogol's work and the works of the three classical Russian
writers that contain the metaphors Lion and Lamb. The uniqueness of this work lies in the
analysis of an important biblical metaphor for the flourishing period of Russian literature that

proved to be vital for the entire Russian culture.

12



