ABSTRACT

The habilitation thesis entitled ‘From Pietism to Evangelicalism: Evangelical
Christianity in a National, European and Global Context: Contributions to Historical
Research on Often-Neglected Stream of Protestantism’ has been elaborated as part of the
requirement for the process of habilitation in the field of theology and is done in conformity
to the Romanian law of higher education and the subsequent academic regulations. As such, it
presents (1) the academic, scientific and professional achievements of the author following his
doctoral research as they show the evolution and main directions of developments in his own
research in the European and international context in the author’s domain of specialization;
(2) plans for development of the author’s professional, scientific and academic career, i.e. his
main directions of research and teaching; and (3) the main bibliographical references
associated with the present thesis as well as a list of abbreviations used.

In my doctoral thesis, Die Evangelikale Bewegung in Osterreich: Grundziige ihrer
historischen und theologischen Entwicklung von 1945 bis 1998 (The Austrian Evangelical
Movement: Main Features of Its Historical and Theological Development from 1945 to 1998),
I have argued for evangelicalism to be understood as an historical continuation and further
development of European pietism and revivalism of the 19th century. | have further shown
how the term “‘evangelical’ was introduced into the German language and that we can speak of
an evangelical movement in Austria only following the Second World War. | have briefly
expounded on the historical roots of the Austrian evangelical movement in pietistic and free-
church circles prior to 1945; the actual birth and growth of the evangelical movement in
Austria started only with the discovery of Roman Catholic Austria as a mission field by
evangelical Protestant missionaries from other European countries as well as from North
America after 1945. The growth of the evangelical movement was further characterized by an
internationalization of the Austrian evangelical movement (1961-1981), followed by a period

of a growing confessionalisation and institutionalisation (1981-1998).

Since my doctoral work, | have continued to explore different aspects of the Austrian
evangelical movement, paying special attention to specific elements of its history. In addition,
I have widened my research by considering North American developments and their impact
on European evangelicalism. Besides this, | have also paid further attention to the history of

Protestant and evangelical world missions, again on the one hand with a specific focus on



Austria while also noting North American contributions to 20th-century evangelical mission
work in Europe. As a scholar of church history, I have engaged mainly with contributions to
the church history of the 19th and 20th century, and most of my research has dealt with
primary sources and aspects which had not previously been researched by others. The various
avenues of inquiry and research converge towards discovering a larger historical foundation

framework for the history of evangelicalism in a national, European, and global context.

This habilitation thesis brings together all these various facets of research on
evangelicalism and presents them as a coherent contribution to the history of pietism and
evangelicalism. It starts at the national level and moves on to the European context, while
encompassing a global perspective as well. The first chapter of part one, ‘Pietism and
Evangelicalism in Austria — A Historical and Theological Perspective’, starts by
establishing the foundation for understanding the roots and background of evangelicalism,
with special attention to the Austrian context. The chapter shows the development of the
evangelical movement in Austria in its historical context up to the present time. In a second
subchapter | present my research on two key pioneers of the early Austrian evangelical
movement and how due to conflict, theological differences, and church politics all the
initiatives of these two men ultimately failed. In a third subchapter I look at the main pietist
groupings in Austria and the different ecclesiological developments each one followed. In the
fourth subchapter | address a conflict between the Protestant Church in Austria (Evangelische
Kirche in Osterreich—the Lutheran and the Reformed Church in Austria) and different
evangelical free churches around the usage of the term evangelisch (evangelical or protestant)
and how this conflict has contributed to a growing ‘confessionalisation’ of evangelicalism in
Austria during the 1990s and early 2000s. In the fifth subchapter, | present my research on
broader confessional studies in Austria; however, | once again pay special attention to the
evangelical denominations present in the country. In the final subchapter I look at the
relevance of the Protestant reformation (Lutheran and Reformed) for the theology of Austrian
free churches. All these chapters show clearly that the evangelical movement in Austria has
grown out of its pietist roots to become a lively and dynamic stream within today’s Protestant

Christianity, despite remaining relatively small in numbers.

The second chapter, ‘Evangelicalism in a European Context: North American
Encounters’, looks at the influence of North American groups in their interaction with
evangelicalism in Europe. The first subchapter looks at the history of the term “‘evangelical’ in
the German-speaking countries and the public reception of the term in those countries. In the

second subchapter, I look at the motives of North American missionaries to Austria, their



perspectives on Austria and how Austrians perceived them, while also addressing how these
missionaries have shaped the Austrian understanding of evangelicalism. The next subchapter
looks at the role of the National Association of Evangelicals in the formation of the World
Evangelical Fellowship in the early 1950s, and at the severe opposition the World Evangelical
Fellowship faced from a number of national evangelical alliances in Europe. The final
subchapter describes at Operation Mobilisation, an interdenominational mission agency
founded in the United States during the late 1950s, as a North American evangelical
expression of the 1950s—-1960s student revolution and how it was shaped further by European

influences.

The third chapter, ‘Protestant World Missions Engagements: Austria and Beyond’,
looks at different aspects in the history of Christian world mission, again paying special
attention to Austrian Protestant and evangelical contributions to the world mission endeavour,
while also once again taking North American aspects within Europe into consideration. The
first subchapter presents the history of Austrian Protestant world missions. Starting with the
Reformation period and continuing through the history of pietist groups through several
centuries, it becomes apparent that the evangelical movement has energetically taken up the
biblical call of Matthew 28 “to go into all the world” and share the Christian message of
redemption and salvation. In a second subchapter, | look at the first evangelical Austrian
mission agency, the Austrian Mission Fellowship, and its impact on mobilisation for world
missions in Austria during the 1960s. In a third subchapter I present my findings on an early
evangelical world mission congress after the Second World War, organised and run by the
US-based Youth for Christ in Beatenberg, Switzerland in summer 1948, and its long-term
impact on missions in Europe. One result among many of this congress was the establishment
of a number of new mission agencies within evangelical ranks. The final subchapter looks at
the beginnings of Operation Mobilisation in the German-speaking countries between 1960
and 1975 and its contribution to mobilisation for world missions, especially through the

invention of short-term mission opportunities.

The second part of the thesis, *Scientific, Professional and Academic Career—
Plans for Development’, points out three main directions for further research. I plan to write
a textbook on the history of global missions, taking into account the fact that most published
histories on Christian missions have been written from a predominantly Western perspective,
often overlooking key historical developments in missions history undertaken by the non-
Western church. | want to pay special attention to the mission work of these non-Western

churches as well as addressing more recent world mission initiatives linked to the growth of



the Christian church in the Global South during the late 20th century. This textbook is geared
to be less culturally bound than traditional textbooks on the history of Christian world

missions.

I also plan further in-depth research on specific themes within the history of Austrian
pietism and evangelicalism as well as Austrian confessional studies. One of the key figures of
Austrian pietism during the 20th century is Max Monsky, whose life, ministry and theology |
intend to research, and | plan to publish the findings of my research in an extended
monograph. I also wish to research different aspects of the understanding of church leadership
among Austrian evangelical free churches along with conducting further work in Austrian
confessional studies. With regard to the latter topic, | plan to publish an updated version of
my handbook of Austrian denominations not later than 2023, as well as contributing to an
interdisciplinary project called ‘Handbook of Religious Diversity’ for which I have been

invited to cover Protestant Christianity.

The third and final focus will be on themes and developments within European
evangelicalism during the 20th century and the interaction with the network of evangelicals in
Europe. I hope to publish a handbook of European evangelicalism, thereby contributing to a

more profound understanding of this religious group.



REZUMAT

Teza de abilitare intitulata ,,De la pietism la evanghelism - crestinismul evanghelic
in contextul national, european si global: contributii la cercetarea istorica a unui flux de
protestantism deseori neglijat” a fost elaborata ca parte a cerintei procesului de abilitare in
domeniul teologiei si este realizatd in conformitate cu legea invatamantului superior si cu
reglementdrile academice ulterioare din Romania. Ca atare, prezinta: 1) realizarile academice,
stiintifice si profesionale ale autorului in urma cercetarilor sale doctorale, prezentand evolutia
si principalele directii ale dezvoltarii cercetarii sale In contextul european si international al
cercetdrii In domeniul de specializare al autorului: 2 ) planuri de dezvoltare a carierei
profesionale, stiintifice si academice a autorului, de exemplu principalele sale directii de
cercetare si predare; 3) principalele referinte bibliografice asociate prezentei teze.

n teza mea de doctorat ,,Die Evangelikale Bewegung in Osterreich: Grundziige ihrer
historischen und theologischen Entwicklung von 1945 bis 1998” [Miscarea evanghelica
austriaca: principalele caracteristici ale dezvoltarii sale istorice si teologice din 1945 pana in
1998], am sustinut ca evanghelismul trebuie inteles ca o continuare istorica si dezvoltare
ulterioard a pietismului si renasterea din secolul al XIX-lea. Am ardtat in continuare modul in
care termenul ,,evanghelic” a fost introdus in limba germana si ca nu putem vorbi decat despre
o miscare evanghelica in Austria dupa cel de-Al Doilea Razboi Mondial. Am expus pe scurt
radacinile istorice ale miscarii evanghelice austriece In mediile bisericesti pietiste si
nondenominationale Tnainte de 1945, 1n timp ce nasterea si cresterea efectiva a miscarii
evanghelice din Austria a inceput doar cu descoperirea Austriei Romano-Catolice ca domeniu
de misiune de catre evanghelicii misionari protestanti din alte tarile europene si din America
de Nord dupa 1945. Cresterea miscarii evanghelice s-a caracterizat printr-o deschidere
internationala a miscarii evanghelice austriece (1961-1981), urmata de o perioada de crestere
al confesiunilor si institutionalizarii acestora (1981-1989). In urma activitatii mele de
doctorat, am continuat sd explorez diferite aspecte ale miscarii evanghelice austriece,
acordand o atentie speciala elementelor specifice din istoria sa. In plus, mi-am extins
cercetdrile, acordand o atentie speciala dezvoltarilor evanghelismului din America de Nord si
influentelor acestuia asupra celui european. Pe langd aceasta, am acordat si o atentie sporita
istoriei misiunilor mondiale protestante si evanghelice, din nou, pe de o parte, cu o atentie
speciala asupra Austriei, iar pe de alta parte, acordand o atentie speciald contributiilor din

America de Nord la misiunea evanghelici din secolul XX in Europa. In calitate de academic



al istoriei bisericii, m-am implicat in principal cu contributii la istoria bisericii din secolele
XIX si XX, iar cea mai mare parte a cercetarilor mele s-a S-a bazat pe surse primare si aspecte
care pand acum nu au fost cercetate de altii. Diferitele cai de cercetare si cercetare converg
spre descoperirea unui cadru istoric mai mare pentru istoria evanghelizarii Intr-un context
national, european si global.

Aceasta teza de abilitare reuneste toate aceste fatete ale cercetarii evanghelismului si le
prezintd ca o contributie istorica coerenta la istoria pietismului si evanghelismului, incepand
tot la nivel national, trecand la un context european, dar cuprinzand evident o perspectiva
globala. Primul capitol al primei parti, ,,Pietism si evanghelism in Austria - o perspectiva
istorica §i teologica”, Incepe prin a stabili fundamentul pentru intelegerea radacinilor si a
fundalului evanghelismului, oferind o atentie speciald contextului austriac. Capitolul arata
dezvoltarea miscirii evanghelice in Austria in contextul sau istoric pana in zilele noastre. Intr-
un al doilea subcapitol, voi prezenta cercetarile mele despre doi pionieri importanti ai miscarii
evanghelice timpurii austriece si despre modul 1n care prin conflict, diferente teologice si
politici bisericesti toate initiativele acestor doi oameni au esuat in cele din urma. In cel de-al
treilea subcapitol, voi analiza principalele grupari pietiste din Austria si diferitele dezvoltari
eclesiologice pe care le-a luat fiecare. Intr-un al treilea subcapitol, abordez un conflict intre
Biserica protestanti din Austria (,,Evangelische Kirche din Osterreich” - Biserica Luterana si
Reformata din Austria) si diferite biserici libere evanghelice in jurul utilizarii termenului
»evangelisch” (evanghelic sau protestant) si modul in care acest conflict a contribuit la o
,confesionalizare” din ce in ce mai mare a evanghelizarii in Austria n anii 1990 si la
inceputul anilor 2000. Tn cel de-al cincilea subcapitol va prezint cercetirile asupra unor studii
confesionale mai largi in Austria, cu toate acestea, voi acorda o atentie specialda denumirilor
evanghelice. In subcapitolul final voi analiza relevanta reformarii protestante (luterane si

reformate) asupra teologiei Bisericilor Libere din Austria.

Toate aceste capitole aratd clar ca miscarea evanghelica din Austria s-au departat de
radacinile sale pietiste pentru a fi un flux viu si dinamic in crestinismul protestant de astazi, in
ciuda faptului ca a ramas relativ redusa in numar.

Al doilea capitol, ,,Evanghelismul intr-un context european — influenta Americii
de Nord”, re legatura cu influenta si interactiunea grupurilor nord-americane asupra si cu
evanghelismul in Europa. Primul subcapitol analizeaza istoria termenului de evanghelic in
tarile de limba germana si, in acelasi timp, va acorda si o atentie speciald primirii publice a
termenului de evanghelic. n cel de-al doilea subcapitol, acord atentie modelelor oferite

misionarilor din America de Nord in Austria, perspectivele lor in Austria si modul in care



austriecii i-au perceput si modul in care acesti misionari au modelat intelegerea austriaca a
evanghelismului. Un alt subcapitol analizeaza rolul Aliantei Evanghelice Nationale in
formarea Alianta Evanghelica Mondiala la inceputul anilor '50 si opozitia severa intdmpinata
cu care se confrunta o serie din aliante evanghelice nationale in Europa. Ultimul subcapitol
face o analiza asupra Operation Mobilization, o agentie de misiune interdenominativa fondata
in Statele Unite la sfarsitul anilor 1950, si in ce masura a fost acest grup o expresie
evanghelica din America de Nord a revolutiei studentesti din anii 1950-1960 si modul in care
a fost modelata in anii urmatori de influentele europene.

Al treilea capitol, ,,Angajamentele Misiunillor Internationale Protestante - Austria si
nu numai”, analizeaza diferite aspecte din istoria misiunii lumii crestine, acordand din nou o
atentie speciala contributiei austriecilor protestanti si evanghelici asupra misiunii mondiale,
luénd din nou in considerare aspectele Nord Americane in Europa. Primul subcapitol prezinta
istoria misiunilor protestante din Austria. Incepand cu perioada de reformare si continuand in
cadrul grupurilor pietistice de-a lungul mai multor secole, devine foarte evident ca este din
nou o miscare evanghelica care a preluat chemarea biblica a lui Matei 28 ,,de a merge in toata
lumea” si de a impartasi mesajul crestin de rascumparare si mantuire. Intr-un al doilea
subcapitol, voi analiza prima agentie de misiune evanghelica austriacd, Asociatia de Misiune
Evanghelica si impactul acesteia asupra mobilizarii pentru misiuni mondiale in Austria anilor
'60. Tntr-un al treilea subcapitol, prezint concluziile mele despre un prim congres al misiunii
evanghelice mondiale dupad cel de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial, organizat si condus de biroul
american al Tineri pentru Hristos in Beatenberg, Elvetia in vara anului 1948, si impactul sau
pe termen lung asupra misiunilor din Europa. Unul din rezultatele acestui congres a fost
infiintarea unui numar de noi agentii de misiune n randurile evanghelice. Subcapitolul final
analizeaza Inceputurile Opration Mobilization in tarile vorbitoare de limba germana intre
1960 si 1975 si contributia acesteia la mobilizarea pentru misiuni mondiala, in special prin
aparitia campaniilor de misiune pe termen scurt.

A doua parte a tezei, ,,Cariera stiintifica, profesionala si academica - Planuri de
dezvoltare”, arata din nou cele trei directii principale pentru cercetare suplimentara:
intentionez sa fac cercetari suplimentare, care sa conduca la redactarea unui nou manual
despre istoria misiunilor globale. tinand cont cd majoritatea istoriilor publicate despre
misiunile crestine au fost scrise dintr-o perspectiva preponderent occidentald, adesea trecand
cu vederea evolutiile importante ale istoriei misiunilor din biserica non-occidentala. Vreau sa
acord o atentie speciala lucrarilor de misiune ale acestor biserici non-occidentale din istorie,

precum si abordarea initiativelor de misiune mai recente legate de cresterea bisericii crestine



din emisfera sudica ( la sfarsitul secolului XX. Acest manual este conceput sa nu fie la fel de

cultural legat de manualele traditionale despre istoria misiunilor crestine din lume.

De asemenea, intentionez sa fac cercetdri aprofundate pe teme specifice din istoria
pietismului austriac, precum si studii asupra evanghelice si confesionale austriece. Una dintre
figurile importante ale pietismului austriac din secolul XX este Max Monsky, a cérei viata,
lucrare si teologie vreau sa le cercetez si intentionez sa public rezultatele cercetarii mele intr-0
monografie extinsd. De asemenea, intentionez sa cercetez diferite aspecte ale intelegerii
conducerii bisericii in rAndul bisericilor libere evanghelice austriece si sa acord o atentie
suplimentari studiilor confesionale austriece. In ceea ce priveste acestea din urma, doresc sa
public o versiune actualizata a manualului meu al denumirilor austriece pand in 2023, precum
si sd contribuie la un proiect interdisciplinar numit ,,Manual al Diversitatii Religioase”, unde
am fost invitat sa predau despre crestinismul protestant.

Al treilea si ultimul, ma voi concentra pe teme si evolutii in cadrul evanghelizismului
european din secolul XX si interactiunea diferitelor grupuri evanghelice din Europa, vizand
publicarea unui manual de evanghelizare europeana si prin aceasta contribuind la o intelegere

mai profunda a evanghelizismului european.



