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An Imprint of the “Aurel Viaicu” University Publishing House, Arad

Ars Theologica is an academic imprint operating under the auspices of the “Aurel Vlaicu” University
Publishing House of Arad and is administered by the Ars Theologica Research Center within the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, under the coordination of Prof. Dr. habil. Marcel-Valentin Macelaru.

The imprint represents the editorial expression of the scholarly activity carried out within the Research
Center, serving as the platform through which the results of theological research are evaluated, published,
and integrated into the national and international academic circuit. Through its editorial standards and
thematic orientation, Ars Theologica contributes to the consolidation of theological research within the
contemporary university, fostering dialogue with the cultural and intellectual debates of the present.



Mission and Thematic Orientation

The mission of the imprint 1s to promote rigorous, interdisciplinary theological research that is relevant
both to the academic environment and to the public sphere. In the current European context—marked by
religious pluralism, rapid social transformations, and ongoing reassessments of cultural foundations—
theology 1s understood as a humanistic discipline capable of offering interpretative, conceptual, and ethical
resources for understanding society.

Through its publications—monographs, collective volumes, and the Ars Theologica Journal—the
imprint supports a theological discourse that is methodologically grounded, connected to international
research, and engaged in dialogue with philosophy, the social sciences, cultural studies, law, and political
science.

A distinctive element of the imprint’s editorial activity is its interest in the role of theology in the
Romanian and European public sphere. Within a democratic and pluralistic society, theological reflection
can contribute to clarifying ethical concepts, to the critical analysis of identity discourses, and to a deeper
understanding of the dynamics between religion and the public sphere. Themes such as freedom of
conscience, public ethics, the relationship between religion and politics, European identity, cultural memory,
education, and human rights remain central to the research promoted by Ars Theologica. In this way, the
imprint supports a reflective and responsible theology capable of participating in public dialogue without
losing its academic rigor.
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Editorial Collaborations

In order to facilitate the widest possible dissemination of research results, the Ars Theologica imprint >~

collaborates with other theological publishing houses both in Romania and abroad. These editorial
partnerships aim to increase the visibility of published works and to facilitate access to research outcomes
within the academic environment, as well as within ecclesiastical contexts and theological education
institutions. Through these collaborations, the imprint contributes to strengthening a constructive relationship
between university-based research and religious communities, promoting a responsible transfer of
knowledge between the academic and the ecclesial spheres, while respecting the autonomy of each
institutional context.

Conclusion

Through its editorial activity, Ars Theologica assumes a constant commitment to research excellence
and to the cultural relevance of theological reflection. Within the framework of a public university, the
imprint affirms the place of theology among the humanities as a field capable of contributing to the critical
understanding of the religious phenomenon, to the clarification of ethical concepts, and to the deepening of
the dialogue between tradition and modernity. Through scientific rigor, interdisciplinary openness, and an
orientation toward public debate, Ars Theologica supports responsible theological research that is integrated
into the contemporary academic landscape and attentive to the cultural transformations of society. In this
way, the imprint is positioned as a stable institutional reference point for the development of theological
research within the Romanian and European university environment.
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